
 

Epiphany Lutheran Church  3rd Sunday in Epiphany 
6606 Maplecrest Road   January  22, 2023 
Fort Wayne, IN  46835   Worship on Sundays:  8:00 & 10:15 am 
(260) 485-5122                 Grief Support Mondays:  7:00 pm 
www.epiphanyfw.com   Richard L. Hartman - Pastor 



 SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION   
With One Voice 

  
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the 
kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. we see 
this light most profoundly in the cross- as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by 
sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. 
We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and 
mercy  

+    +    +    +    +    +    +    
 
PRELUDE                         

 

You are invited to let this prelude turn your heart to the Lord and prepare you to receive God’s gifts 
of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to all visitors, and thank you for coming to worship at Epiphany! 
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask anyone for assistance. 

Please sign our guest book by the front doors. 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS            

P: In the name of the + Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no  
    secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  
    Holy Spirit , that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  
    through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen     
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.           
    But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us and cleanse  
    us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P: Most Merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We  
     have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
     done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our  
     whole heart, we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves.  For the sake of  
     your Son, Jesus Christ have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead  
     us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory   
     of your holy name. Amen          
 
 P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his  
     sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the    
     Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire            

     forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the + Father, and of the Son, and of  
     the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN   748 “Bind Us Together” 
Refrain: Bind us together Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
             Bind us together Lord, bind us together Lord, bind us together in love. 
 
There is only one God. There is only one King. 
There is only one Body. That is why we can sing: Refrain 
 
You are the family of God. You are the promise divine. 
You are God’s chosen desire; you are the glorious new wine.  Refrain 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING       
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
     Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you 
 
 
KYRIE (spoken with Assistant) 
A: Kyrie eleison       
C: Lord have mercy. 

 

A: Christe eleison    
C: Christ have mercy. 

 

A: Kyrie eleison       
C: Lord have mercy. 
 
 
 

 
SALUTATION 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  (unison) 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into 
your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
  

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:1-4 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military 
forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled 
appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebration of great harvests, because God 
will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 

 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has 
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM  27:1, 4-9  (spoken responsively with Assistant) 

 
1
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  

     The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
4
One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:  

     to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  
     to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. 

 
5
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;  

     he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock. 
 
6
Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in  

     his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the  
     LORD. 

 
7
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! 

 
8
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, LORD, do I seek. 

 
9
Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who  

  have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 
 
 
SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. 
Discord arises when we forget that we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but 
to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s 
salvation. 

 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 
agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 
the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among 
you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to 
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

 

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not 
know whether I baptized anyone else.) 

 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so 
that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 4th chapter beginning with the 12th verse. 
C: Glory to you O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims 
the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 

 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and 
made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the 
road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— the people who sat in darkness have 
seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From 
that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

 



As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went 
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and 
their father, and followed him. 

 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you O Christ 
 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 784  “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 
 

You have come down to the lakeshore  
seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 
but only asking for me to follow.      Refrain 
 
Refrain: Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes, 
              Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. 
              On the sand I have abandoned my small boat, 
              Now with you, I will seek other seas. 
 
You know full well what I have Lord, 
Neither treasure nor weapons for conquest, 
Just these my fish nets and will for working.   Refrain 
 

You need my hands, my exhaustion, 
Working love for the rest of the weary, 
A love that’s willing to go on loving.   Refrain 
 

You who have fished other waters, 
You, the longing of souls that are yearning,  
O loving Friend you, have come to call me    Refrain 
  
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made, 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 



 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace and healing.  
A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, you call us to fish for people. Tear down divisions and unite the church universal in your 
missions. Make us of the same mind and purpose in service and worship to you. Hear us, O God. 
YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

 

Nurturing God, you call us to care for creation. Breathe into us the joy and beauty of stewardship. 
Teach us to care for the small seed and the expansive sky. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS 
GREAT. 

 

Compassionate God, you call us to care for the stranger in our midst. Sustain refugees from every 
country and empower organizations that provide food and shelter for them, especially Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

 

Redeeming God, you break the oppressor’s rod. Bring an end to tyranny and poverty. Wipe out fear. 
Uphold all your children who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We especially lift up this morning these 
members of our Epiphany Lutheran Church Family… Don, Vera, Sarah, Jim, Barb, Joe, Sara, 
George, Karen, Steve, Sandi, Dave and those whom we now lift up from our hearts… Hear us, O 
God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

 

Triune God, you call us into relationship with you. Raise up leaders in your church who risk looking 
foolish for the sake of the gospel. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

 

Ever-living God, you call us to rest in you. Keep us faithful on earth and bring us to life everlasting 
with the saints of every time and place. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

 

Receive these payers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. AMEN 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
You are invited to greet each other with words of peace. 

 

                  OFFERINGS can be mailed, dropped off at church  
6606 Maplecrest Road  Fort Wayne IN  46835 

or sent through  
our website at www.epiphanyfw.com. 

 
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
A:  Merciful Father, 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, ourselves, our time and 

our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P: The Lord be with you.           
C: and also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts.                
C: we lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is good to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is indeed right and salutary …We praise your name and join their  
    unending hymn:   
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.   
     Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.     
  
 
 HOLY COMMUNION   

 
     Everyone is welcome to come to the Lord’s Table! 

     Those baptized who believe in the true presence of Christ  
     in the bread and wine are welcome to receive the elements.  

 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace 
C: Amen 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A: Let us pray, 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the  
healing power of this gift of life. We pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us through this gift, 
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen         
   
 
BLESSING 
P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN  390 “I Love to Tell the Story”      
 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above 
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true 
It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do     Refrain 
 

Refrain: I love to tell the story, I’ll sing this theme in glory    
             And tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

 

I love to tell the story how pleasant to repeat 
What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet! 
I love to tell the story for some have never heard 
The message of salvation from God’s own holy word.   Refrain 
 

I love to tell the story for those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song. 
I’ll sing the old, old story that I have loved so long.    Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Thank you for sharing your time and talents! 

 
 Pastor Richard Hartman 
 Assistant  Alicia Davis 
 Lector/Communion Assistant 8:00                         Sue Johnson 
           Lector  10:15                                                     Rebecca Norberg 
           Communion Assistant  10:15                                     Mark Herb 
 Guitar  Richard Hartman   

 

 
Samantha Williams - January 23rd! 

Dave Black - January 25th! 
Denny Payne - January 28th! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
January Outreach we are gathering items needed for A Baby’s Closet an Associated 
Churches program to help mothers provide for their babies.  Place items in the crib in 
the narthex.  Most needed are diapers, diaper ointment, crib sheets, lotion, shampoo, 
bottles, onesies, nail clippers, rattles, and teething rings. 
 
Military Support - Lets make sure they know we are thinking of them, praying for 
them and send some items they can’t get to show our support.  The red bin is where 
you put the items, personal hygiene items unscented if possible, snacks, lip balm, 
word puzzle books, hard candies,  small paperback books that fit in your pocket, play-
ing cards, flavored drink mixes for individual bottles, lifesavers. 
 

Souper Bowl - bring in your soup, canned good and boxed items and vote for your 
team! 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
SUNDAY 1-22        8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship   
                             12:00 - 3:30pm  Zo Baptist Sunday School and Worship 
  

MONDAY                   8:00 - 2:00 pm NHC 
                                   7:00 PM Grief Support Group 
 
THURSDAY    8:00 - 2:00 pm NHC 
 
FRIDAY    6:00 pm Meaningful Day Music Therapy  
         
SATURDAY           11:00 am - 12:00 pm Zo Baptist Prayer Meeting/undercroft 
                                6:00  pm - 8:00 pm  Zo Baptist Worship 
 

SUNDAY 1-29         8:00 & 10:15 am Worship  
           12:00 - 3:30pm  Zo Baptist Sunday School and Worship 


