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Dear Epiphany Lutheran Church,
What does the month of October mean to you?

When Melissa and | were “first-time” homeowners, the month of October meant raking leaves every
weekend. Our first house had nine full-size Maple trees in the backyard. If you know anything about
Maple trees they have lots of leaves. The city had an ordinance that said all leaves had to be bags and
moved to the curb for pick up. One year we tried to wait until all of the leaves were down (the wrong
move considering the leaves were waist deep by then), and we moved the leaves out in “queen” and
‘king” size mattress bags. Our home looked like a fort with all of the bags of leaves out front. The City
employees were not happy to pick them up on Monday!

As a father, the month of October meant Friday night high school football games. Then when Jon
became active in marching band it meant “half-time” shows and Saturday marching band contests. The
Saturday contests became family events too. They were long days... and into the early morning hours of
Sunday, but | wouldn’t trade them for anything. The memories of the events, kids, and fellow band
parents will be with me forever.

As a Pastor, the month of October means beginning to plan out the major church festivals of the Church
year. The one in October is Reformation Sunday, October 25. It is a day in the Church calendar where
we celebrate those fore-mothers and fore-fathers who were trying to reform the Church. In the case of
Martin Luther, he was trying to reform the Roman Catholic Church to stop selling “indulgences” and to
bring the common language of the day into the weekly Mass. Indulgences were certificates that people
could buy to get their family members out of purgatory. Martin Luther quoted Ephesians 2:8-9 (NRSV),
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God- not
the result of works, so that no one may boast.” It is not by our “good works” that our sins are forgiven... it
is by the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ that we are forgiven of our sins. Martin Luther also thought it
was important for the people in weekly Mass be able to understand what is being said in the service. So
he was trying to reform the Church to speak the language of the people who were attending the service.

The month of October is a time when the leaves start changing color, the air becomes a cool breeze,
and our daily lives start changing from outdoor activities to indoor activities. It is a time of transition. Let
us use that time of transition to establish some new habits in our daily lives. Let us spend some time in
daily prayer and Scripture reading. Find an app on-line or do a web search to find a devotion online.
Spend some time each day with God. Your heart, soul and mind will benefit.

Blessings,
Pastor Richard Hartman


http://www.epiphanyfw.com/

Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs.
12 Our office hours are as follows:
FPastor: Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
3 Wednesday evenings 6:00 - 7:00 Bible Study
Dia: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
(Other times as needed)

CHURCH ! will be out of the office September 25" -October 5t.
OFFICE HOURS

9

E-mail Us: Pastor’s office .....pastor@epiphanyfw.com

Pastor's home.......................... rihart49@frontier.com
Dia's office .....cccuevveeeiieenn Dia@epiphanyfw.com
WEB SITE:
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§We are Christians, called by God, committed to:

Vs - Sharing the Gospel,
Our 1SS10 : Serving others as Christ taught us, and
SRrEVERT ing disci i

‘ \ | : Creating disciples for witness.

STAI ENEN T ¢ Epiphany Lutheran Church’s Vision Statement:

TATEMENT A Christian family of God committed to sharing the
- Gospel and serving others, through joyful worship,

education and fellowship.

Information on the passing of Reverand John Ribar.

The Rev. Dr. John Whalen Ribar (90), of Fort Wayne, Indiana, died September 2, 2026. Born January 27, 1936, in
Plymouth, Michigan, he was a Lutheran pastor, theologian, teacher, and musician whose life was marked by faith,
learning, and service.

John taught at Concordia Senior College in Fort Wayne and served as pastor of Epiphany Lutheran Church, where he was
installed in August 1976. Later, he moved to the Mississippi Gulf Coast and became director of the Gulf Coast Mental
Health Center in Gulfport, a state-run agency. Under his leadership, the center grew from a small facility into a well-
known provider of mental-health and substance-use treatment on the coast.

A gifted organist and pianist, he also served St. Matthew’s Lutheran congregation in the Gulfport-Long Beach area
through his music. He is survived by his wife, Gloria Ribar of Fort Wayne; and four sons, John, Daniel, Andrew, and
Matthew Ribar. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Marolyn Warner; his parents, Louis and Helen Ribar; and his
brother, Michael Ribar.

There are no arrangements at this time. Prayers for the family.
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Our Mission: “Sharing Christ’s Love with the ones you love!”

Lutheran Senior Care Ministry Update September 2026

Eighteen LSCM chaplains-active and retired pastors and deaconesses- provide monthly Word and
Worship ministry services to over 30 Fort Wayne area nursing homes, adult day services, and assisted
living facilities. They provide spiritual care to facility employees as well as residents.

Volunteers, including helpers and pianists, ensure residents are accompanied to worship and receive
support in their spiritual journey. LSCM also distributes mid-sized, large-print Hopeful Living devotional
books to residents who express interest.

If you want to get involved or learn more, please contact Pastor Dan May at danielmay1905@gmail.com
We welcome and appreciate your participation!
Thank you for your ongoing support of LSCM!

God bless youl!
Sue Johnson

We need a new ambassador (representative) for Epiphany.

You receive the monthly meeting information by email to forward to Dia for the
newsletter and attend an annual meeting in November. If you are interested,
please contact Dia.

October Baptismal Birthdays

Nancy Lee Kim Robinson
Lee Hedin Bob Zimmerman
Letha Minick James Minick

“Happy birthday” to those who celebrate their second birthday during the
month of October! Martin Luther said, “When you wash your face,
remember your baptism.” Take time to remember and celebrate this month!

Take time to remember to celebrate this month! Blrthday
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Mission Moment October 2026

Associated Churches Food Bank

| want to thank everyone who showed up for God‘s Work Our Hands Day.
It takes a lot of effort to get those kits put together and our boxes packed.

Let’s fill our bin with warm comfort foods. The holidays will soon be upon us and I'm sure they would

love to have warm food for their tables. The food will be delivered the first part of November.

. Pasta and noodles
. Soups
. Peanut butter and jelly

. Dry milk
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If you do not want to go shopping, | will be happy to do the shopping for you. Just drop off cash or a gift

. Canned meats: Chicken, beef, tuna
. Broth to go with the meats

. Boxed potatoes or instant potatoes

card and note that it's for the food bank.

Thank you to everyone for donating to Josephine's place in September. These women are going to be

very excited about all the items we have for them.

Blessings, Vickie

QUILTING GROUE

Comfort Ye My People

We are meeting September 301" and November 3" this
month. We want to finish as many as we can before
Blessing on the 11" and packing up for shipping.
Boxing them up on 12t

If you can tie a knot or use a straight pin, you can be a
quilter! These quilts can be critically important in the lives
of those who receive them, not only as bed covers but also
as baby carriers, sunshades, room dividers, and sacks and
displays for market merchandise. Please consider joining

our group and help us to be a blessing to others!




Looking for a Fellowship Chair

Monthly Council meetings between services.

Quarterly congregational meeting.

If unable to attend submit a report.

Coordinate 4 Congregational Meeting Breakfasts.
Easter Breakfast, over 85 Celebration Lunch,

Picnic for God’s Work our Hands and funeral dinners.

Lots of helpers ready to assist. (3 year term)

COMMUNITY NEWS
Just Neighbors — is inviting everyone to a GALA November 21, 2026. The evening is a fundraiser for
Just Neighbors and will start at 5:30 drinks, silent auction packages, hors d’oeuvres and desserts. At
6:15 there will be welcome and program including update on capital campaign. Then at 6:30 the 1960
style murder mystery game starts. Silent auction and mystery game ends by 8:00 and Gala ends at
8:30pm.
You are not just a guest you are also a suspect! Dress the part and you could win the best costume
prize.

General Admission Tickets $50
Family Advocate Tickets $100 extra going to shelter services
Families First Campion Ticket $250 front table seating

Questions — contact Shirley Rork at shirley@ihnfw.org

Lutheran Military Veterans Family Ministry is teaming up with Granite City to donate 20% of each
meal to LMVFM. This is an annual event and you just tell your server. This is their 19" anniversary.
Come join the fun Wednesday, October 215t from 11:00am — 9:00 pm.

Angels Among Us!

We have members of our congregation who do many things behind the scenes, and we want to take this
time to recognize just a few in this month’s issue! You know who you are! Thank you, Angels!

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday had 41 participants

Lutheran World Relief kits were assembled!

Boxes were donated for packing and shipping kits and quilts

The Prayer Circle continues to pray for the needs of the family

and friends of Epiphany

The yard continues to be mowed and landscaping trimmed,

and flowers planted and watered.
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October
Bible Readings

October 4+

19t Sunday of Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7

Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

October 11+

20t Sunday of Pentecost
Isaiah 25:1-9

Philippians 4:1-9

Matthew 22:1-14

October 18t

21st Sunday of Pentecost
Isaiah 45:1-7

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

October 25t
Reformation Sunday
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Romans 3:19-26
John 8:31-36

WORSHIP SERVICES

Join us for Worship this month!

Every Sunday at 8:00 am
and 10:15 am
10:15 service on Facebook LIVE
and on YouTube

Study

Meal and Bible Study
Wednesday Evenings

Meal at 6:00 pm
Bible Study 6:30 pm

Sign up to bring a dish to share.
Appetizer is fine your choice

Each week is independent.
Come to any or all that you can.




Oct 4" Oct 11th Oct 18th Oct 25t
WOV5 WOV5 WOV5 LBWII
i 19t 20t 21st Reformation
ASSISTANTS | Pentecost Pentecost Pentecost WEAR RED
Organist/ Alicia Alicia Alicia Alicia
Pianist
Assisting Amber Mark Jim Rebecca
Minister Logan Herb Davis Norberg
EEEE Sue Kim Vickie Cheryl
Communion . :
. Davis Robinson Malott Ralston
8:00 am
Lector Mike Melissa Cindy Nina
10:15 am Rumfield Hartman Rice Haag
Communion Cathy : .
Assistant Rumfield Jack M'k.e Dia
) Swanson Rumfield Herb
10:15 am
Altar Guild Rumfield Haag Davis Herb
Financial Update
August Totals 10,953.20 11,731.65 (778.45)
September Deposits Bills Paid Balance
9/6/2026 1,394.29 5,459.36 (4,065.07)
9/13/2026  4,038.29  1,315.21 2,723.08

Watch Bulletins for weekly updates




Here is part of the crew
for God’s Work Our
Hands. We had 41
participants. Jarod the
comfort dog came for
before and after service
hugs and pets!

School Kits have a lot
of items to get in the
string backpack and
then pack them well in
the boxes!

Layettes also
have lots of
items and need
to be packed
into compact
little packages.




Part of the
packing crew.
Making sure the
box is not too
heavy and

securely sealed.

Labeled and
counted.

Couple more of
the packing and
labeling crew.

Health Kits take
that towel, wrap
every item inside

so it can’t fall out
and tie it tight.
Pass it off to
packing and
labeling!

WOW all items will be blessed services on October 111!

We all had a great time packing all the kits for 2026.
Totals: Layettes 230. Health 251 and School Kits 550




After the assembly and clean up we enjoyed fellowship
with a potluck/picnic.
Super food and great fellowship!




SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 10:00 am
Quilting
11:00 am Zo
6-9pm Zo
Worship
4 8:00 am 5 6 7 3 9 10
10:15 am NHC 6-7pm 11:00 am Zo
Worship 9am -4pm Shared Meal Prayer Mtg.
Bible Study
12-3:30 Zo 6-9pm Zo
Worship 7:15 Choir Worship
ISunday School Practice
11 8:00 am 12 13 14 15 16 17 9:00 Load
10:15 am NHC Truck
Worship 9am -4pm 6:00 pm 11:00 am Zo
8:45 am Council 6-7pm Hillsboro Prayer Mtg.
12-3:30 20 Shared Meal |Board Mtg
Worship Bible Study  |Library 6-9pm Zo
Sunday School Worship
18 8:00 am 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:15 am NHC 11:00 am Zo
Worship 9am -4pm Prayer Mtg.
5-7pm
12-3:30 Zo 6-7pm Mill Creek 6-9pm Zo
Worship Shared Meal Villas Worship
Sunday School Bible Study
25 8:00/10:15 26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship NHC 11:00 am Zo
Reformation 9am -4pm Prayer Mtg.
6-7pm
12-3:30Z0 e O’ID ol 6-9pm Zo
Worship Bible Study 6-7:30 Worship
Sunday School Concord Hills




