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Newsletter of Epiphany Lutheran Church 
   6606 Maplecrest Road   Fort Wayne, IN 
   (260)485--5122                                 46835 

Dear Epiphany Lutheran Church, 

 

The month of July marks the 250
th
 celebration of the founding of these United States 

of America.  In 1776 these United States of America began as an experiment to self-
government.  An experiment that has changed the world! 

 

The Bill of Rights were the first Amendments to the Constitution.  The First Article: 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech; or the press; or the right of 
people to peaceably assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of griev-
ances.  The Bill of Rights were ratified in December of 1791.  They were added to 
limit the power the federal government would have over individuals and states.  It is 
in this First Article that people think there is a law for the separation of “Church and 
State.”  The idea of the separation of “Church and State” came from the notes written 
by Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Constitution.  The First Article was to just es-
tablish that there will not be a government sponsored religion like the “Church of 
England.”  What I believe our founding Fathers and Mothers of this country meant 
was to establish a country where people could freely worship God any way at any-
time they wanted.  It wasn’t a freedom from religion… but rather a freedom for reli-
gion.   

 

Many of us take it for granted that we can worship God in any way and at any time 
we want.  There are many places in our world where that is not the truth.  While we 
always have the option to pray and worship silently- that is not always the case that 
one can pray and worship in a public location.  In my lifetime, I have seen our coun-
try go from a country where the majority of people would be in some form of weekly 
worship, to a time when the majority of the population is not in any form of weekly 
worship.  To attend weekly worship is on a list of things “We could do this week.”  
Each week the idea of attending worship gets pushed further and further down the 
list of priorities in our lives.  I have begun to hear people say, “I believe God has for-
gotten us.  I believe God has abandoned us.”  Who has abandoned who?  We make 
time for what we want to do in our lives.  I know most of you who are reading this 
newsletter article are saying, “I am in weekly worship.  It isn’t me who thinks that God 
has abandoned us.”  How can we help those who aren’t in weekly attendance to 
know the difference it makes in our lives? 
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Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs. Our office      
hours are as follows: 

              
 Pastor:   Sunday   8:00 am – 11:30 am  
       Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
     
           Dia: Monday– Thursday  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
       Other times as needed 

 
Due to unexpected circumstances,  

  these hours may be subject to change. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

E-mail Us: 
 

Pastor’s office .................................. pastor@epiphanyfw.com 
Pastor’s home ...................................... rlhart49@frontier.com  
Dia’s office ............................................ dia@epiphanyfw.com  

WEB SITE: 
Epiphany Lutheran Church         www.epiphanyfw.com 

The month of July marks the height of the Summer vacation schedule.  Many 
people say that they are traveling and can’t attend worship.  We have many 
options!  You can still attend using one of the social media channels 
(Facebook Live, and YouTube).  You can attend worship in the location where 
you are vacationing.  God still wants to have a relationship with you even when 
you are on vacation.   

 

The month of July is the 250
th
 celebration of the United States of America- let 

us celebrate by joining with God- as we are able to worship and to gather to-
gether peaceably.  What a great cause to celebrate. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Richard Hartman 

http://www.epiphanyfw.com/


 

 

We are Christians, called by God, committed to: 
      Sharing the Gospel, 
      Serving others as Christ taught us, and 
      Creating disciples for witness. 
  Epiphany Lutheran Church’s Vision Statement:  
  A Christian family of God committed to sharing the 
  Gospel and serving others, through joyful worship,  
  education and fellowship. 

 
Angels Among Us! 

 

We have members of our congregation who do many things behind the scenes, and 
we want to take the time to recognize just a few of them in this month’s newsletter.  

Thank you, Angels! 
  
 Worship services were planned for the summer 
 Epiphany’s lawn continues to be mowed regularly    
 Church Council prepared to welcome new council members 
 Flowers have been planted, watered. 

  

 
Bill Williams    Mark Everhart          Sally Mertz        
      

Karen Payne           Darla Baughman Rebecca Norberg 
 
Kay Evans               David Osheskie Chris Robinson     
 
Dia Herb  

“Happy birthday” to those who celebrate their second birthday during the 
month of July!  Martin Luther said, “When you wash your face, remember     

your baptism.”  Take time to remember and celebrate this month! 

July Baptismal Birthdays 
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We thank these Church Council Members  
       who will serve: our Congregation 

 
      Jim Davis – President      
      Mark Herb - Vice President 
      Cindi Rice - Secretary 
      Richard Lee - Treasurer    
       OPEN- Fellowship 

                      Gary Ansberry - Property  
                               Vicki Malott - Outreach 
                      Admin. Assistant - Congregational Life          
                               Pastor Richard Hartman 

     

Thank you to Steve Haag for his service as President.  
and Sue Davis as Secretary and Cindi Rice as Fellowship chair. 

 

In Search of a Fellowship Chair 
 

Duties and responsibilities– attend monthly Council Meetings 
8:45 am on Sunday morning and Quarterly Council Meetings. 
 
Organize people and food for Funeral Dinners, over 85 Celebration 
in October on Reformation Sunday, breakfasts for Quarterly Con-
gregational meetings and God’s Work Our Hands day Picnic/
Potluck in September.   
There are a lot of people who will help with food and set up they just 
need to be called and organized. 
If you are interested please tell Jim Davis, Mark Herb or Pastor. 

Quarterly breakfasts are suspended until a chair is found. 



 

 

 

Join us for Worship this month! 
 

 

Every Sunday at 8:00 am  
and 10:15 am 

 
10:15 am also on Facebook LIVE 

 
 

Wednesday Bible Study  
Will resume in the fall 

 

Please join us! 

 

July  
Bible 

Readings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

July 5
th

 
6

th
 Sunday of Pentecost 

Zechariah 9:9-12 
Romans 7:15-25a 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

July 12
th

 
7

th
 Sunday of Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:10-13 
Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9. 18-23 
 

July 19
th 

8
th

 Sunday of Pentecost 
Isaiah 44:6-8 

Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 
July 26

th
 

9
th 

Sunday of Pentecost 
1 Kings 3:5-12 

Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     

   
    

    
  

 
   
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Mission Moment July 2026 

 

Blue/Black stick pens NOT NEEDED 
Wooden pencils NOT NEEDED 
Pencil sharpeners NOT NEEDED 
Large Pink Erasers NOT NEEDED 
12” ruler with centimeters 
Scissors - child size blunt tip 
24 pack of crayons 
Spiral notebooks (60-80 pages wide or college rule/4 per kit) 
Drawstring backpacks  11” x 17” 
 

We will continue to collect: 
Layette items: need short sleeved shirts 6 month - 2T, cloth diapers flat, 
Ivory Soap. We can take donations for purchasing diapers in bulk 
 

Health kit items: large light weight bath towels, bar soap any kind. 
 

Quilts: sheets (full to king work best any color) 
 
Keep checking out garage sales.   
Remember if you do not like to shop you can always drop off a gift card or 
cash to the office and we will shop for you! 
 
Thank you every one for you continued support and help of all out missions. 

Blessings Vickie  

For July I would like to focus on collecting backpack items for 
our Lutheran World Relief kits.  
These are the items needed: 



 

 

Our Mission: “Sharing Christ’s Love with the ones you love!” 
 

Lutheran Senior Care Ministry Update July 2026 
 

Looking for a Representative for our Congregation. 

Attend monthly meetings and give Dia report  

for newsletter on new things happening. 

Let me know if you are interested  

and we can get contact information to you. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

 

Reformation Treasures return to Fort Wayne 
Rare Reformation era books preserved for generations by  

Fort Wayne Lutheran Family on loan from  
Kessler Collection at Pitts Theology Library, Emory University. 

 

Saturday July 25, 2026 Exhibit 10:00am-4:00pm 
Lecture 2:00pm Reforming Worship in 16th Century Germany 

Ebenezer Parish Hall 917 W. Jefferson Blvd 46802 
Dr Richard “Bo” Manly Adams 

And 
Dr. Armin Siedlecki 
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Quilting Update 
 

We currently have 50 quilts blessed  
and ready for shipment to Lutheran World Relief in October. 

 
In addition we have 34 more completed and 15 in process. 

Some Quilts will go to local organizations as we find out their needs. 
 

July Quilting moved because of Holiday 
Quilters will be meeting Wednesday July 8th and Saturday July 11th. 

Check with Dia if you want to take a quilt home to finish the knots or come in 
to the office and use the conference table to tie. 

 
 

Raffle 
 

We are currently raffling 2 patriotic pieces. 
One is wall hanging size 30”-47” 

and one is throw blanket or tabletop size.48”x48”, reversible 
and both quilted in a star pattern by Darla Baughman. 

 
Tickets $1.00 a piece or 6 for $5.00. 

Proceeds going to the water heater replacement. 



 

 

 

Welcome New Members 
 
 

Michael Stump  
Mike was born in Bloomington IN, went to elementary school in New 
Haven and Snyder High School and Ivy Tech.  
 
He is a retired Roofer - upcoming project of replacing roof - here 
come the questions??? Hopefully he won’t mind helping us with this 
project coming up here at Epiphany. Good to have a source for 
some of our questions! 
 
He likes cooking and gardening, world war history, fishing and cars. 
He follows the Stealers, Penguins, IU, and Notre Dame in the sports 
world. 
 
He comes to us from St. Charles Borramaro and likes smaller inti-
mate environment.  He is also interested in helping with things out-
side at Epiphany! 
 
Lottie Farver 
Lottie was born in Powell Wyoming, went to school at Worland Sen-
ior High and attended B Macke College where she got her Medical 
Assistant degree. 
 
She is currently working for Envive Health Care in Huntington IN. 
 
Lottie likes gardening, reading, cooking and crafts. She has ex-
pressed an interest in the Quilting group! 
 
Michail and Lottie will be getting married so watch for future infor-
mation! 
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 July 5
th

 
 

Guitar 

July 12
th

 
 

ELW 

July 19
st

 
 

WOV5 

July 26
th

 
 

Janzow 

Organist/  
Pianist 

Pastor 
 

 Alicia  

Assisting 
Minister 

Mark 
Herb 

Dia 
Herb 

Jim 
Davis 

Amber 
Logan 

Lector & 
Communion  

Assistant 
8:00 am 

Cheryl 
Ralston 

Kim 
Robinson 

Sue 
Davis 

Vickie 
Malott 

Lector 
10:15 am 

Mike Rumfield 
Melissa 
Hartman 

Mark 
Herb 

Rebecca 
Norberg 

Communion  
Assistant 
10:15 am 

Cathy Rumfield 
Steve  
Haag 

Dia 
Herb 

Jack  
Swanson 

Altar Guild Rumfields Haags Herbs Herbs 

Financial Update 

JUNE Deposits Bills Paid Balance 
6/7/2026 2,662.51  2,325.06  337.45  

6/14/2026 2,344.51  7,602.87  (5,258.36) 


