
 

 

 

The Epiphany Star       July 2022 
 

Newsletter of Epiphany Lutheran Church 
                        Fort Wayne, Indiana   

Dear Epiphany Lutheran Church, 

 

As I write this month’s newsletter article, the temperatures are in the triple digits, gas-
oline prices are at an all-time high, and tempers are flaring over all kinds of issues.  It 
is summertime and we SHOULD be thankful and spend time with family and friends.  
Yet, it seems to me we are spending more time complaining about what is happening 
in our world than building up the relationships we claim are important to us.  What is 
happening in your life?  Ecclesiastes 3 tells us that there is a “time and a season for 
everything under the sun” (NRSV).  How hard are you working at building up God’s 
kingdom? 

 

It is easy to complain about how things are going in our lives.  It is hard work to try to 
come up with a solution to try and fix the problem.  If you are in a leadership position, 
it seems everyone has a way to solve the problem or a better way to lead than what 
you are doing.  However, if you ask them to become one of the leaders… suddenly 
they don’t have the time of day for you.   People are quick to take credit for some-
thing when it goes well but have no idea how mistakes are made. 

 

One of the issues we have been trying to deal with at Epiphany is our “LIVE 
STREAM” worship services.  Some of the issues have been; lack of sound, picture 
and sound seem to freeze for a moment, and the service not starting at 10:15a.m.  
First of all I want to thank those who have faithfully been attending worship on-line, 
especially when we were going through the pandemic.  I also want to thank those 
who continue to be our support team: Minda Hartman, Kristen Davis, Dia Herb, 
Melissa Hartman, Rebecca Hartman-Norberg, and Jim Davis.  It is not an easy task 
to keep things moving smoothly!  I also want to thank those who have been in dia-
logue to improve our on-line presence.  Your comments and suggestions have been 
very helpful.  So let me see if I can answer some of the issues we have had with our 
on-line service.  “Lack of sound.”  To be honest sometimes I forget to turn my micro-
phone on or off.  While you can hear what is going on it is soft because the sound 
you are hearing is coming from the microphones located where the choir usually sits.  
“The video and audio seem to freeze periodically.”  We live in a “high tech” world and 
even the best streaming services will have times when their service or your service is 
running faster or slower than the information that is being sent to you… thus causing 
the pause/freeze to occur in the service.  This was especially true when it seemed 
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everyone was trying to use the broad band of WI-FI at the same time.  It has also 
come to my attention that the bigger the monitor you are using or the more devices 
the signal goes through (router, cable box, dvr, etc) the greater your chances of hav-
ing this happen.  “The service doesn’t always start at 10:15a.m.” We are a volunteer 
organization, and we sometimes need to be reminded of this.  The majority of the 
time everything is working the ways that it should, and it looks like a professional pro-
duction.  This a VERY GOOD THING!  We are using professional grade software 
and equipment.  However, we are a volunteer organization. 

 

We are blessed as a congregation in so many ways.  We have so much to be thank-
ful for!  When was the last time you gave thanks to God?  Instead of trying to heat up 
an argument, try finding a way to compliment someone for something that they did.  
Instead of creating more anger, try to find a way to be helpful.  We are after all in this 
together! 

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Richard Hartman 

Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs. Our office      
hours are as follows: 

              
 Pastor:   Sunday – Thursday  8:00 am – 2:30 pm  
                       Monday evenings 7-8 pm 
   
           Dia: Monday– Thursday  10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
       Other times as needed 

 
 

Due to unexpected circumstances,  
                              these hours may be subject to change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

E-mail Us: 
 

Pastor’s office .................................. pastor@epiphanyfw.com 
Pastor’s home ...................................... rlhart49@frontier.com  
Dia’s office ............................................ dia@epiphanyfw.com  

WEB SITE: 
Epiphany Lutheran Church         www.epiphanyfw.com 

http://www.epiphanyfw.com/


 

 

We are Christians, called by God, committed to: 
      Sharing the Gospel, 
      Serving others as Christ taught us, and 
      Creating disciples for witness. 
  Epiphany Lutheran Church’s Vision Statement:  
  A Christian family of God committed to sharing the 
  Gospel and serving others, through joyful worship,  
  education and fellowship. 

 
Angels Among Us! 

 

We have members of our congregation who do many things behind the scenes, and 
we want to take the time to recognize just a few of them in this month’s newsletter.  

Thank you, Angels! 
  
 Worship services were planned for the summer 
 Epiphany’s lawn continues to be mowed regularly    
 Church Council prepared to welcome new members 
 Graffiti has been cleaned off the playground equipment 

                                   Flowers have been watered and shrubbery trimmed 
 The Bell has been cleaned and no longer green! 

 
Bill Williams    Mark Everhart          Sally Mertz        
      

Anne Lohman          Ruth Longroy            Karen Payne 
 

Darla Baughman Rebecca Hartman  Kay Evans       
 

David Osheskie Chris Robinson         Dia Herb  

“Happy birthday” to those who celebrate their second birthday during the 
month of July!  Martin Luther said, “When you wash your face, remember     

your baptism.”  Take time to remember and celebrate this month! 

July Baptismal Birthdays 



 

4 

 

 

We thank these Church Council Members  
       who will serve: our Congregation 

 
      Dave York – President      
      Steve Haag - Vice President 
      Sue Davis - Secretary 
      Richard Lee - Treasurer    
      Sally Mertz - Fellowship 

                      Mark Herb - Property  
                               Alicia Davis & Vicki Malott- Outreach 
                      Nurture -   
                               Youth Leaders -  
                            Admin. Assistant - Congregational Life          
                               Pastor Richard Hartman 

     

We thank Sue Johnson and Kim Robinson  
 for their faithful service! 

 
Open Council Seats: 

 
Nurture ___________________________________ 

 
Youth _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

Join us for Worship this month! 
 

 

Every Sunday at 8:00 am  
and 10:15 am 

 
10:15 am also on Facebook LIVE 

 
 

Grief Small Support Group  
Monday at 7:00 pm 

 

Please join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 3
rd

 
4

th
 Sunday of Pentecost 

Isaiah 66:10-14 
Galatians 6:1-16 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 

July 10
th

 
5

th
 Sunday of Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 17
th 

6
th

 Sunday of Pentecost 
Genesis 18:1-10a 

Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 

 
July 24

th
 

7
th 

Sunday of Pentecost 
Genesis 18:20--32 
Colossians 2:6-19 

Luke 11:1-13 
 

July 31
st

 
8

th 
Sunday of Pentecost 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14;2:18-23 
Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 
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Mission Moment July 2022 

 
Thank you to everyone who has donated  

baby items for the layettes.  
Last year we packed 100 layettes and we are so close  

to having enough items to complete that many this year as 
well. We are still in need of a few more hand towels,  

large baby blankets, short sleeved t shirts, and mild soap.  
There is yarn in the mission room  

If you would be interested in helping to make baby blankets.  
 

Most needed items for our health kits are  
bath towels (need 42) and bar soap. (need 134 - 4oz bars) 

 
In July, school supplies will be going on sale.   

School supplies needed are rulers with cm and inches 
Child size scissors, pencil sharpeners, big pink erasers,  

24 ct. crayons, and 60 page spiral notebooks  
all placed inside a drawstring backpack. 

We have enough pens and pencils. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Epiphany Missions! 
Alicia Davis 

 
Thrivent Action Cards are great for Mission Projects 



 

 

Lutheran Senior Care Ministry  
 

Update July 2022 
 

Our Mission: “Sharing Christ’s Love with the ones you love!” 
 

 We now serve 39 facilities and a new one,  
Brightstar, is requesting a chaplain.  

Our chaplains are busy and productive and we continue to seek new 
chaplains. If you would like our Executive Chaplain, Rev. Dan May 

to speak with any of our groups at Epiphany about LSCM, please let 
me know and I will be glad to facilitate that. 

 
LSCM will celebrate its 100

th
 Anniversary in 2024  

and we are seeking ideas about how to educate  
and inform the Fort Wayne community  
about our role in the lives of seniors.  

If you have ideas, please share them with me.  
It seems like a long time, but will be here before we know it! 

 
Our ministry is truly making a difference in many lives.  

Thank you for your support! 
Peace! 

Sue 
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Dear friends, 
The last time I wrote to you about the war in Ukraine, Lutheran Disaster Response and 
our partners were taking in an influx of Ukrainian refugees. The United Nations reports 
that over 6.5 million people have left the country and an additional 7 million are dis-
placed within it. Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response have already been at work as 
we responded to this crisis. 

 

One inspiring ministry you support is Mandák House, a church in Budapest, Hungary, 
with a long history of helping vulnerable populations, especially the Roma people in the 
area. Since the first refugees from Ukraine arrived in Budapest in March, the staff and 
volunteers have dedicated themselves to supporting them. Over 600 volunteers receive 
such donations as clothing, bedding, toys and hygiene items, and distribute them to 
refugees. 
 

Your support is still needed. Thanks to a generous donor, gifts to the Eastern Eu-
rope Crisis Response fund will be matched, dollar for dollar, until we reach 
$25,000. Your gift today will be doubled! 
 

Like many of our partners, Mandák House has watched its response to the refugee cri-
sis evolve. The people of Ukraine now need a different kind of support, beyond immedi-
ate relief supplies. Staff and volunteers at Mandák House are helping refugees place 
their children in schools, find jobs, take language classes, access the health care sys-
tem and integrate into the community. 
 

“With different phases, you have to be flexible and change your focus,” said the Rev. 
Márta Bolba, pastor of Mandák House. “We are really flexible and needs-oriented. We 
should continue this flexibility because people need different things in different phases 
of the war.” 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying partners in Eastern Europe as the 
war in Ukraine continues and the needs of refugees and displaced people evolve. 
Your gift today will make these short- and long-term response efforts possible! 
 

Of course, this is just one story from Eastern Europe. Our partners and companion 
churches in Ukraine, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Moldova and Romania are accompa-
nying refugees every day and addressing their various needs. 
 

Thank you for your generous support.  
Lutheran Disaast3er Response 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009  
https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response? 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=308096&srctid=1&erid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c&trid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=308096&srctid=1&erid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c&trid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=308096&srctid=1&erid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c&trid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=308096&srctid=1&erid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c&trid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=308096&srctid=1&erid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c&trid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=308096&srctid=1&erid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c&trid=dd6cb5cd-bcf3-4c5c-8d57-39c1dc4e483c


 

 

Just Neighbors 
 

In the past we have assisted Just Neighbors with their family shelter by sup-
pling blankets, sheets and pillows.  They are continuing their emergency shel-
ter the only one in NE Indiana.  They can currently house 10 families at a 
time.  They continue to need help with meals for families as they are housed. 
They are looking to expand and ask for help with specific skill based trainings 
for the families in lawn care and general maintenance and upkeep. Contact 
the shelter if you can assist.  
 

Second they are doing outreach case management. They are going to the 
clients, congregant shelter, church, homeless encampment or on the streets 
of Fort Wayne.  Meeting people where they are physically, mentally and emo-
tionally. If you know an individual or family reach out to George and he will 
work directly with them to get what they need. 
 

Third they have started a food truck. There again meeting people where they 
are. Operates on a donation only basis.  There are suggested prices but they 
will serve everyone the same whether they can pay or not. Providing weekly 
meals to unsheltered individuals, low and no income. In 2022 they have fed 
800 from the Same City Food Truck.  Need volunteers for financial assis-
tance, in-kind donations of food or gift cards (Kroger). Help with meal prepa-
rations, chopping up potatoes, onions etc.  Serve from the truck and clean up. 
They can book a Sunday and bring the food truck and talk about Just Neigh-
bors. 
 

Last new adventure, evictions intervention.  They are offering emergency 
evictions assistance program for those who are facing a court date.  Working 
with local landlords, property management companies, tenants and lawyers to 
ensure that everyone is made aware of the assistance they can offer.  In just 
a few months they have worked with over 1000 households.  Need help with 
calls to guide people through the process. Another need is helping with post-
cards to households having an eviction filed against them to give them contact 
information. Every Monday address 200 postcards! 
 
Ryan is our contact person to organize volunteers.  ryan@ihnfw.org  
https://www.ihnfamily.org the website has all the places the food truck is serv-
ing.  Go and check it out.  They serve many places as fund raisers. 
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 July 3
rd

 
 

WOV 

July 10
th

 
 

Janzow 

July 17
th

 
 

WOV 

July 24
th

 
 

WOV 

July 31
st 

 

WOV 

Organist/  
Pianist 

 
Amanda 
Pickett 

   

Assisting 
Minister 

Jim  
Davis 

Mark 
Herb 

Rebecca 
Hartman 

Dia  
Herb 

Amber 
Logan 

Lector 
8:00 am 

Kim 
Robinson 

Sue 
Johnson 

Nancy  
Lee 

Sue 
Davis 

Cheryl 
Ralston 

Lector 
10:15 am 

Cathy 
Rumfield 

Shane 
Pickett 

Mark 
Herb 

Jim 
Davis 

Steve 
Haag 

Communion  
Assistant 
8:00 am 

NA 
Sue  

Johnson 
NA 

Sue 
Davis 

Cheryl  
Ralston 

Communion  
Assistant 
10:15 am 

NA 
Becky 

Roemer 
NA 

Nina 
Haag 

Mike  
Rumfield 


