“Which of the two
did the will of

his father?”

Matthew 21:31, NRSV
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EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6606 Maplecrest Road
Fort Wayne IN 46835

(260) 485-5122
www.epiphanyfw.com

18t Sunday of Pentecost
September 27, 2026
Worship at 8:00 am and 10:15 am

Pastor — Richard L. Hartman



SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
With One Voice
== IN NOMINE JESU -

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the
reign of God such as prostitutes and tax collectors going before others into God’s
kingdom. In the reading from Ezekiel the people question whether the ways of the lord
are unfair; instead they are to repent and turn to the Lord. Paul urges us to look to
Christ as a model of humility, looking to the interests of others above our own.
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our
needy world.
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' GATHERING -+

PRELUDE

You are invited to let this prelude turn your heart to the Lord and prepare you to
receive God'’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to all visitors and thank you for worshipping with us at Epiphany!
Please sign our guest register at the front door.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no
secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.



P: Most Merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart, we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ have mercy on us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

OPENING HYMN 480 “Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways” Green Hymnal
Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways, to keep his statues still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace, to know and do his will!

Order my footsteps by your Word and make my heart sincere.
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, but keep my conscience clear.

Assist my soul too apt to stray. A stricter watch to keep.
And should | e’er forget my ways, restore your wand’ring sheep.

Make me to walk in your commands, ‘tis a delightful road.
Nor let my head or heart or hands offend against my God.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you

KYRIE (with Assistant)
A: Kyrie eleison

C: Lord have mercy.
A: Christe eleison

C: Christ have mercy.
A: Kyrie eleison

C: Lord have mercy.



HYMN OF PRAISE (WOV p.29) Blue Hymnal
Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

1. Lord God heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain

2. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. You are seated on the right hand of
the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain

3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord. You alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Last Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you!
C: And also with you!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace
to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

About the Prayer of the Day: /n the prayer of the day, inspired by #1213 in the
seventh century Gelasian Sacramentary, we confess our frailties and failings, and we
ask to be led away from these dangers and toward the salvation found in Christ.

= THE WORD OF GOD ++

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents
were and did, or who think they cannot turn from their wicked ways. God insistently
invites people to turn and live.



The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? As | live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be
used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the
life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they
shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord
is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says
the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be
your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob. Turn, then,
and live.

PSALM 25:1-9

"To you, O LoRob, | lift up my soul.

20 my God, in you | trust; do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
“Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.

°Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you | wait all day long.

°Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

‘Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!
8Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

“He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian
hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s



selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for
Christian accord.

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence,
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

THE GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED

P: The Gospel for this, God’s Work Our Hands Sunday the 18™ Sunday in the Season
of Pentecost, is taken from the gospel of Matthew, the 215t chapter, beginning with
the 23 verse.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching
there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders who are supposed to be in
charge of the temple.

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard
John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.



“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind
and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘| go,
sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into
the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him;
and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you O Christ.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY 719 “God is Here!” Blue Hymnal

God is Here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer,
May we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts.
Waiting the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.

Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace.
Here are table, font and pulpit, here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence as in speech,
Here in newness and renewal God the Spirit Comes to each.

Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold,
Here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old.
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore.

What it means in daily living to believe and to adore.

Lord of all, of Church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt,
Keep us faithful to the Gospel, help us work your purpose out.
Here in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive.

We who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints.
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hear us. A brief silence.

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the
cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult
truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world
through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God.
YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use
their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear
us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with
your forgiveness. Help all those in need, we pray especially for these members of our
Epiphany Lutheran Church...Allan, George, Karen, Vicki, Dave and for those whom
we now pray over from our hearts... Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God. YOUR
MERCY IS GREAT.

Change Epiphany Lutheran Church’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to
courageous learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging
places. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest.
As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God.
YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask and whatever else
you see we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.
You are invited to greet one another with the “Peace of the Lord.”



: Place offerings in basket on baptismal font
‘\) Please remember offerings can be mailed to

) 6606 Maplecrest Road Fort Wayne IN 46835

or sent through our website at www.epiphanyfw.com

(o

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Let us pray, Merciful God,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

= MEAL T
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: and also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: we lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary...... We praise your name and join their

unending hymn:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
Everyone is welcome to come to the Lord’s Table!
B — Those baptized who believe in the true presence of Christ
‘ in the bread and wine are welcome to receive the elements.
Used communion cups are placed in baskets.



http://www.epiphanyfw.com/

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength you and keep you in his
grace
C: Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A: Let us Pray, Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body
and blood may abide in him and he is us, that we may be filled with the power of his
endless life, now and forever.
C: Amen

= SENDING +
BLESSING
P: Now may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 565 “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” Green Hymnal
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise him all creatures Here below.

Praise him above ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Thank you for sharing your time and talents!
Pastor Richard Hartman
Assisting Minister Amber Logan
Lector/Communion Assistant 8:00 Vickie Malott
Lector 10:15 Rebecca Norberg
Holy Communion Assistant 10:15 Steve Haag
Altar Guild Haags’

Technology Support Kristen, Corey, Lucy




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Altar Flowers today in remembrance of Jim’s birthday by Ellen Goeglein!

September Outreach - collecting items for Josephine’s House the women’s shelter
formally know as St. Joesph’s Women'’s Shelter on Lake Avenue.

Immediate needs: Multi-Purpose cleaners, white vinegar, laundry soap,
dishwasher pods, paper towels, toilet paper, toilet bowl cleaner, kitchen size
trash bags, body lotion. New women’s underwear all sizes, Large and Extra
Large Scrub tops and bottoms (new or used)

Ongoing Military Support - Sending Care Packages - Granola Bars, Jerky, Gum,
Mints, Life Savers, Power Bars, Chap stick, individual drink mixes, individual servings
of coffee, and Emergen-C. Need money for shipping, each box ships for flat rate
$34.

BIG THANK YOU - October 17 we will be shipping out all of our kits. We will have
September 30th and October 3rd to complete some more quilts.

| personally want to thank everyone for your generosity. The time you spent searching
for the items for our kits and the time you spent helping put quilts together. | enjoy
working with each and everyone of you. It is a true blessing to see the generosity of
this church. We currently have boxed 230 Layettes, 251 Health Kits, and 550 School
Kits. We will bless the quilts and kits on Sunday October 11t.

October Outreach — will be the Associated churches food bank. \Watch for info on
most needed items.




TODAY 9/27

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY 10/4

Epiphany’s Calendar of Events

18t Sunday of Pentecost — WOV5

8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship

8:45 am Congregational Meeting
12:00-3:30 pm Zo Baptist Worship/S School

9:00 pm —4:00 pm NHS Homeschool Group

10:00 am — 12:00 pm Quilting
6:00pm — 7:00 pm Shared meal and Bible Study
11:00 am - 12:00 pm Zo Prayer Meeting

6:00 -8:00 pm Zo Baptist Worship

19t Sunday of Pentecost - WOV5

8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship

12:00-3:30 pm Zo Baptist Worship/S School

Financial Update Deposits | Bills Paid Balance
August Totals 10,953.20 | 11,731.65 (778.45)
September
9/6/2026 | 1,394.29 | 5,459.36 | (4,065.07)
9/13/2026 | 4,038.29 1,315.21 2,723.08

Christina Gray - September 28!

Chris Robinson — September 28!
Kim Robinson — September 28!

Letha Minick — October 15t




