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THE FEAST OF LIFE 
A Contemporary Communion Liturgy 

+ IN NOMINE JESU  + 
  
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables, in which Jesus says the reign 
of God is like workers who get paid the same no matter what they start.  When God 
changes his mind about punishing Ninevah for their evil ways, Jonah is angry.  Yet 
God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love.  In baptism we receive the 
grace of God that is freely given to all.  As Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s 
mercy we are all beggars. 

+    +    +    +    +    +    +      
 

PRELUDE   

You are invited to let this prelude turn your heart to the Lord and prepare you to 
receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to all visitors and thank you for coming to worship at Epiphany!   
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask anyone for assistance.   

Please sign our guest book by the front doors. 
 

ENTRANCE SONG “Carry the light…”                                                            p.1 
Refrain: Carry the light of the Lord our God into ev’ry earthly place.             
High from the hill where the cross shines bright in glorious streams of grace. 
  

Walk on in a grand procession, follow the cross at his lead. 
On now, ev’ry tongue confess, “Christ the Lord!” Is our creed. Refrain 
  

Walk forward your worship raising, singing the vict’ry he won. 
On, then with this song of praise, brighter than light is God’s Son. Refrain 

 

GREETING 
P: Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: May he bless and keep you in his grace. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                       p. 2 
P: Everyone has sinned and is far from God’s glorious presence. No one is righteous.  
All like sheep are gone astray, each one going his own way. 
C: Gracious God, we are enslaved to sin and powerless to save ourselves.  By 
our lovelessness we sin against you day and night. In your boundless love, 
wash away our sin, that we may rise from death and live anew in Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 



  
CONFESSIONAL SONGS “There is no place…” 
There is no place to hide, Lord.  Your eye can see inside, Lord. 
There is no place to go, Lord.  You search the dark and know, Lord. 
Hide anywhere, Lord and you are there, Lord.  There is no mask to wear. 
  

Purge me clean with your hyssop, Lord, Wash me whiter than snow. 
Hide your face from my sins, O Lord. Blot them out from your sight. 
In your mercy and grace restored, my heart is new and right. 
Purge me clean with your hyssop, Lord.  Wash me whiter than snow. 
  

Cast me not from your presence, Lord.  Grant your Spirit to me. 
In the joy of your saving word, set my spirit free. 
Purge me clean with your hyssop, Lord.  
Purge me clean with your hyssop, Lord. 
Purge me clean with your hyssop, Lord. 
  
P: There is now no condemnation for anyone in Christ Jesus.  Your sins are forgiven.  

In the name of the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, they bless the Lord and 
sing to God their Savior. 
  

SONG OF PRAISE  “Bless the Lord…”                                        p. 3 
Bless the Lord, my soul, and let all within me bless his holy name.   
Bless the Lord, my soul and remember all his benefits and his kindnesses. 
He forgives all my sins, and heals all my hurts. 
He redeems my life from the grave, and he crowns me with love and mercy. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, O Bless the Lord, my soul, Bless the Lord! 
  

THE WORD OF GOD 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P: Let us pray, Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to 

us your servants.  Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 

merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  AMEN 

About the Prayer of the Day:  The prayer of the day, inspired by #720 in the seventh-

century Gregorian Sacramentary, praises God for showing us mercy and asks for the 

ability to embody Christ’s generosity of spirit. 

 



 

FIRST LESSON Jonah 3:10-4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare 
the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a 
worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade.  The book ends with a question that 
challenges any who are not ready to forgive: you, Jonah are all worked up about a 
bush, but should not I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites 
who do not know the difference between their right and left hands? 

 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do 
it. But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the 
LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 
punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 
than to live.” And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out 
of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat 
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The LORD God 
appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to 
save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 
withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down 
on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is 
better for me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry 
about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the LORD said, “You 
are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; 
it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 1And should I not be concerned 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?”  
 
RESPONSE SONG  “Sow the seeds…”  
Sow the seeds of life, dear Lord. Help us grow by your word. 
Life will bloom with blessings when, we your voice have heard. 
  

May our minds be made anew, by your word, breaking through. 
Let the sun come shining in, ev’ry heart renew. 
 

 

 



Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30             
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison.  Though he is uncertain about the outcome 
of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the 
Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.  

 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the 
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.  
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no 
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but 
of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are 
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  
 
GOSPEL SONG  “Rise for the Gospel…”                                                     p. 5 
Rise for the Gospel, the power of God. Praise him. 
Christ the living word. Blessed is his name forever. 
Blessed is the name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna! 
  

THE GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED 
  

P: The Gospel for this, the 17th Sunday in the Season of Pentecost, is taken from the 
gospel of Matthew, the 20th chapter, beginning with the 1st verse. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:1-16             

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption 

that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in 

the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, 

he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 

said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 



hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of 

the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 

last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 

more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 

replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 

usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 

give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 

envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna! 
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 294 “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”   Green Hymnal 
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness 
No merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.      Refrain 
 

Refrain – On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.      Refrain 
 

His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood, 
When all supports are washed away, He then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 
 

When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh may I then in him be found, 
Clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne.  
Refrain 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 

God hears us.  A brief silence. 

 

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our 

anger at your generosity to others.  Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your 

love.  Hear us, O God.  YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 



Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all 

your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness.  Hear us, O God.  

YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

 

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees.  

Reconcile conflicts between employees.  Fill places of employment with camaraderie, 

and bring an end to employment disparity.  Hear us, O God.  YOUR MERCY IS 

GREAT. 

 

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their 

value comes from your everlasting love for them.  Provide for those who are injured, ill, 

and for all in any need, we pray especially for these members of our Epiphany 

Lutheran Church family…Allan, Karen, Vicki, Nancy, George, Taylor and for those 

whom we now lift up from our hearts…  Hear us, O God.  YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

 

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the 

community.  Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our 

time and talents.  Hear us, O God.  YOUR MERCY IS GREAT. 

 

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones 

whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled.  Hear us, O God.  YOUR MERCY IS 

GREAT. 

 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 

you see that we need.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  AMEN 

 

PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
  

                   You are invited to greet one another with the “Peace of the Lord.” 
  

Place offerings in basket on baptismal font 
Please remember offerings can be mailed to 
6606 Maplecrest Road Fort Wayne IN  46835 

or sent through our website at www.epiphanyfw.com 
 

 
 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                   p. 8 
A: Let us pray 
C: The eyes of all look to you, O Lord, and you supply our every need.  You care 
for us from day to day, and open your hand in love to all.  For all your gracious 
gifts, O God, we give you thanks and praise, now and always. Amen. 
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
P: It is indeed right  ….We praise your name and join in their unending hymn:  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven  
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who  
comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 
  
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  Sing                                        p. 7 
Our Father in heav’n above, hear your children pray in love. 
Holy, holy is your name, on our lips ever keep it the same. 
  

Let your kingdom come , O Lord, as we share your living word. 
Rule our hearts and lives with grace, till we see your heavenly face. 
  

May your heavenly will be done, here on earth, let all be one. 
Grant us strength to follow your ways, keep us in the faith all our days. 
  

Give us Father our bread each day, as with thankful hearts we pray. 
Help us share with all in need, and with joy your hungry feed. 
  

Though we sin Father please forgive, let your grace then through us live. 
Melt our hearts, let mercy increase, that your children may all live in peace. 
  

Lead us through all the tempter’s snares, fill our minds with heav’nly cares. 
Save us all from evil and sin, till in heaven our crown we win. 
  

Lord, your kingdom will ever stand, Lord, all power rest in your hand. 
Glory, honor, praise without end, Father be to you. Amen. 
  

 



THE FEAST IS SHARED 
Everyone is welcome to come to the Lord’s Table! 

Those baptized who believe in the true presence of Christ in the bread 
and wine are welcome to receive the elements. Please come forward 

by pew sections, beginning on the left side of the sanctuary. 
NOTE: There is white grape juice in the center ring 

                       of each communion tray for those who so desire. 
  

SONG OF COMMUNION 
Holy communion, in this high feast we share God’s holy grace, heavens 
embrace, unending care. 
  

We are Christ’s body, one in his love divine. One in his bread, with him now wed, 
one in his wine. 
  

Peace Lord is poured now, vessels of love brim full. Joy overflows, life in us 
grows, so bountiful. 
  

Holy communion, in this high feast of love. See dawning here, God’s glory near, 
the feast above. 
 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER                                                                                                        p. 11 
P: To him who is able to keep you safe and bring you blameless into his glorious 
presence, to the only God, our Savior, be glory, power, majesty and might, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen 
 

BLESSING 
P: Now may the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make His face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

DEPARTURE SONG “Carry the light…”            
Refrain - Carry the light of the Lord our God into ev’ry earthly place. 
High from the hill where the cross shines bright in glorious streams of grace. 
 

Walk through ev’ry valley boldly, bearing the lamp of the Lord. 
Onward, with the saints of old, robed in the light of his word.  Refrain 
 



Walk into the world rejoicing, shining with light from above. 
On, till ev’ry heart and voice, join in the song of his love. Refrain 
 

Refrain - Carry the light of the Lord our God into ev’ry earthly place. 
High from the hill where the cross shines bright in glorious streams of grace. 
 
 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                  
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
  

  1984 Frank D. Janzow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Thank you for sharing your time and talents! 

  

 Pastor                                                        Richard Hartman 
 Assisting Minister                                                         Jim Davis 
 Lector/Communion Assistant 8:00                       Kim Robinson 
 Lector 10:15                                                                  Mark Herb 
 Holy Communion Assistant 10:15                      Cathy Rumfield 
 Altar Guild                                                                  Rumfields 
 Technology Support                                    Kristen, Corey, Lucy 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

Altar Flowers today in celebration of all our blessings by Sally Mertz.. 

  

September Outreach - collecting items for Josephine’s House the 
women’s shelter formally known as St. Joesph’s Women’s Shelter on 
Lake Avenue. 
Immediate needs: Multi-Purpose cleaners, white vinegar, laundry 
soap, dishwasher pods, paper towels, toilet paper, toilet bowl 
cleaner, kitchen size trash bags, body lotion. New women’s 
underwear all sizes, Large and Extra Large Scrub tops and bottoms 
(new or used) 
  
Ongoing Military Support - Sending Care Packages - Granola Bars, 
Jerky, Gum, Mints, Life Savers, Power Bars, Chap stick, individual drink 
mixes, individual servings of coffee, and Emergen-C. Shipping funds 
needed - each box ships flat rate $34. 
  

QUARTERLY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27TH AT 8:45AM 

 
NO BREAKFAST SINCE WE HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP CHAIR 

 
Committee updates 

Epiphany Foundation Grant Payments 
Update on new roof fund raising and Lutheran Foundation Grant 

Update on Pastor’s retirement date 
Open House and Special Service 

 
Epiphany’s timeline has started: 

What kind of things are we looking for in a new pastor? 
What happens next, call committee? 

How soon will we know? 
We want everyone’s input, all are welcome. 

Lot’s of questions! 



Epiphany’s Calendar of Events 
  
 TODAY  9/20      17th Sunday of Pentecost - Janzow Service 
    8:00 am & 10:15 am     Worship 
    8:45 am      Council Meeting 
    12:00-3:30 pm              Zo Baptist Worship/S School 
 

 MONDAY  9:00 am -4:00 pm  NHC Homeschool Coop 
 TUESDAY  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  Jonathan Oaks meeting 
 WEDNESDAY  6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  Shared meal and Bible Study 
  

 SATURDAY           11:00 am - 12:00 pm  Zo Prayer Meeting    
    6:00 -8:00 pm  Zo Baptist Worship 
    
 SUNDAY  9/27       13th Sunday of Pentecost   
    8:00 am & 10:15 am   Worship 
    8:45 am    Quarterly Congregational Mtg 
            12:00-3:30 pm   Zo Baptist Worship/Sun School     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Financial Update 

                         Deposits     Bills Paid      Balance 

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard & Nancy Lee 

September 21st – 41 years! 
 

Minda Hartman – September 25th! 

Kristen Lawless – September 25th! 


