EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6606 Maplecrest Road
Fort Wayne IN 46835
(260) 485-5122

www.epiphanyfw.com

God’s Work Our Hands
September 13, 2026
Worship Today at 9:00 am
Assemble kits and Potluck/Picnic

Pastor — Richard L. Hartman



SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
With One Voice
== IN NOMINE JESU -

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When
we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sing ourselves with the cross, we are
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.
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' GATHERING -}

PRELUDE

You are invited to let this prelude turn your heart to the Lord and prepare you to
receive God'’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to all visitors and thank you for worshipping with us at Epiphany!
Please sign our guest register at the front door.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no
secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

P: Most Merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart, we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. For the sake



of your Son, Jesus Christ have mercy on us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

OPENING HYMN 552 “In Thee is Gladness” Green Hymnal

In thee is gladness amid all sadness, Jesus sunshine of my heart.

By thee are given the gifts of heaven, thou the true redeemer art.

Our souls thou wakest, our bonds thou breakest,

Who trusts thee surely has built securely and stands forever Alleluia.

Our hearts are pining to see thy shining, dying or living, to thee are cleaving.
Naught us can sever Alleluia.

If he is ours, we fear no powers, not of earth or sin or death.

He sees and blesses in worst distresses, he can change them with a breath.
Wherefore the story, tell of his glory, with heart and voices,

All heav’n rejoices in him forever Alleluia!

We shout for gladness, triumph o’er sadness, love him and praise him

And still shall raise him glad hymns forever Alleluia!

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you

KYRIE (with Assistant)
A: Kyrie eleison

C: Lord have mercy.
A: Christe eleison

C: Christ have mercy.
A: Kyrie eleison

C: Lord have mercy.



HYMN OF PRAISE (WOQOV p.29) Blue Hymnal
Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

1. Lord God heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain

2. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. You are seated on the right hand of
the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain

3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord. You alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Last Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you!
C: And also with you!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,

O Lord God, merciful Judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

About the Prayer of the Day: The prayer of the day, composed for Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, is based on a prayer by Ambrose, the fourth-century bishop Milan.
We praise God as the source of both judgment and forgiveness, and like Paul, we ask
to live in the spirit of Christ’s mercy.

= THE WORD OF GOD ++

FIRST LESSON Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death, the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this
as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So



they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died,
‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell
down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them,
“Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing
today. So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

PSALM 103:1-13 by verse with Assistant
'Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—

3who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
4who redeems your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

Swho satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth
is renewed like the eagle’s.
5The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.

"He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.
8The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

®He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.
%He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.

"For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
123s far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us.

13As a father has compassion for his children,
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.
14For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we are dust.

5As for mortals, their days are like grass; they flourish like a flower of the field;
8for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.

7But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear
him, and his righteousness to children’s children,
18to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his commandments.



®The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.
20Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding,
obedient to his spoken word.

21BJess the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers that do his will.
22BJess the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not
Jjudge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us
and will judge each of us.

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be
better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in
their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and
the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
For it is written, “As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

THE GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED

P: The Gospel for this, God’s Work Our Hands Sunday the 16" Sunday in the Season
of Pentecost, is taken from the gospel of Matthew, the 18t chapter, beginning with
the 21stverse.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.



Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.
When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would
pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you O Christ.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY God’s Work, Our Hands (Green Hymnal tune #558)
God's work, our hands: working together,

building a future, repairing the world,

raising up homes, planting new gardens,

feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold.
Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,

sharing the good news of your Gospel.

God's work, our feet: trav'ling together,
following Jesus to places unknown,
walking as friends, marching for freedom,
running the race with God's future the goal.
Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way,
sharing the good news of your Gospel.



God's work, our voice: singing together,
praising, proclaiming to all who will hear,
praying for peace, shouting for justice,
claiming God's love for the lost and the least.
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
sharing the good news of your Gospel.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints.
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us. A brief silence.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead
us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. YOUR
MERCY IS GREAT.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who
care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation.
Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

Raise up leaders like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we
remember today to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power
entrusted to them. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of
any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need. We pray
especially for these members of our Epiphany Lutheran Church family...Allan,
George, Karen, Vicki, Nancy, Dave and for those whom we name now... Hear us, O
God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.



Ground Epiphany Lutheran Church in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin.
Inspire each of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.
YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we
remember all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS
GREAT.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.
You are invited to greet one another with the “Peace of the Lord.”

Place offerings in basket on baptismal font
Please remember offerings can be mailed to
6606 Maplecrest Road Fort Wayne IN 46835
or sent through our website at www.epiphanyfw.com

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Let us pray, Merciful God,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

= MEAL T
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: and also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: we lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary...... We praise your name and join their

unending hymn:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION


http://www.epiphanyfw.com/

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
Everyone is welcome to come to the Lord’s Table!
B = Those baptized who believe in the true presence of Christ
n in the bread and wine are welcome to receive the elements.
Used communion cups are placed in baskets.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength you and keep you in his
grace
C: Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A: Let us Pray, Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body
and blood may abide in him and he is us, that we may be filled with the power of his
endless life, now and forever.

C: Amen

& SENDING +
BLESSING
P: Now may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 755 “We All Are One in Mission” Blue Hymnal
We are all one in mission, we all are one in call,

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.

A single great commission compels us from above

To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love.

We all are called to service, to witness in God’s name.
Our ministries are diff'rent; our purpose is the same.

To touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace,
So ev’ry folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace.



Now let us be united and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission, we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Thank you for sharing your time and talents!

Pastor Richard Hartman
Assisting Minister Rebecca Norberg
Lector 10:15 Melissa Hartman
Holy Communion Assistant 10:15 Dia Herb
Altar Guild Herb’s
Technology Support Kristen, Corey, Lucy

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Altar Flowers today in celebration of all Lee and Sandy Hedin’s 50" Anniversary!

September Outreach - collecting items for Josephine’s House the women’s shelter
formally know as St. Joesph’s Women’s Shelter on Lake Avenue.

Immediate needs: Multi-Purpose cleaners, white vinegar, laundry soap,
dishwasher pods, paper towels, toilet paper, toilet bowl cleaner, kitchen size
trash bags, body lotion. New women’s underwear all sizes, Large and Extra
Large Scrub tops and bottoms (new or used)

Ongoing Military Support - Sending Care Packages - Granola Bars, Jerky, Gum,
Mints, Life Savers, Power Bars, Chap stick, individual drink mixes, individual servings
of coffee, and Emergen-C. Need money for shipping, each box ships for flat rate
$34.

SAVE THE DATE - Congregational Meeting September 27t 8:45am between
services. No breakfast since we have no fellowship chair. ltems on the agenda — New
roof, new ceiling fans, new entrance doors? Fundraising and applying for a 50/50
Lutheran Foundation Grant?

Preparing for Pastor’s retirement in May of 2027, open house and special service.
What kind of pastor are we looking for — need ALL of your input.

Come and see how the council is preparing us for our next chapter at Epiphany.




Epiphany’s Calendar of Events

TODAY 9/13

MONDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY 9/20

16" Sunday of Pentecost — God’s Work Our Hands/Picnic

9:00 am Worship

12:00-3:30 pm Zo Baptist Worship/S School
9:00 pm —4:00 pm NHS Homeschool Group
6:00pm — 7:00 pm Shared meal and Bible Study
6:00 pm Hillsboro Board Meeting/Library
11:00 am - 12:00 pm Zo Prayer Meeting

6.00 -8:00 pm Zo Baptist Worship

17t Sunday of Pentecost - Janzow

8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship

8:45 am Council Meeting

12:00-3:30 pm Zo Baptist Worship/S School

August Totals

8/2/2026  2,704.51 1,102.18 1,602.33
8/9/2026  3,277.62  4,387.97  (1,110.35)
8/16/2026  1,128.27  1,963.71 (835.44)
8/23/2026  1,948.29  3,556.24  (1,607.95)
8/30/2026  1,894.51 721.55 1,172.96

Financial Update

Deposits Bills Paid Balance

10,953.20 11,731.65 (778.45)

Week's

Anniversaries

Lee and Sandy Hedin
September 18" — 50 years!




