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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

With One Voice
= IN NOMINE JESU -

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a parable of the vineyard, an image of Israel, the
prophets’ mission, and Christ’'s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of
God'’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin.
Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread, that we
may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.
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' GATHERING -}

PRELUDE

You are invited to let this prelude turn your heart to the Lord and prepare you to
receive God'’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to all visitors and thank you for worshipping with us at Epiphany!
Please sign our guest register at the front door.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no
secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.



P: Most Merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart, we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ have mercy on us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

OPENING HYMN 482 “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross.” Green Hymnal
When | survey the wondrous cross, on which the prince of glory died
My riches gain | count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it Lord that | should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God
All the vain things that charm me most, | sacrifice them to his blood.

See from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow, and love flow mingled down.
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown!

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a tribute far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all!

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you

KYRIE (with Assistant)
A: Kyrie eleison

C: Lord have mercy.
A: Christe eleison

C: Christ have mercy.
A: Kyrie eleison

C: Lord have mercy.



HYMN OF PRAISE (WOQOV p.29) Blue Hymnal
Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

1. Lord God heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain

2. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. You are seated on the right hand of
the Father, receive our prayer. Refrain

3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord. You alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Last Refrain: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you!
C: And also with youl!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration
of your Spirit to know those things that are right and by your merciful guidance,
help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

About the Prayer of the Day: The prayer of the day, based on #556 in the seventh-
century Gelasian Sacramentary, asks that, with the power and guidance of God’s
Spirit, we come to know and to do what is right.

*+ THE WORD OF GOD +

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God
and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s
loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and
distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a
vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he



expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of
Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was
there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it to yield
grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now | will tell you what | will do to my
vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down. | will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also command the clouds that
they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw
bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

PSALM 80:7-15
"Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
8You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.

9You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.
°The mountains were covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branches;

it sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River.
2Why then have you broken down its walls,
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?

3The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it.
1“Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine,

>the stock that your right hand planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ.
The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate gold,
eternal life with Christ.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come
to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, | regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain



Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. | want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow | may attain the resurrection
from the dead. Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal;
but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward
the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

THE GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED

P: The Gospel for this, God’s Work Our Hands Sunday the 19" Sunday in the Season
of Pentecost, is taken from the gospel of Matthew, the 215t chapter, beginning with
the 33" verse.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that
their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other slaves, more than the
first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally, he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So, they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was
the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore, | tell you, the kingdom of
God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the
kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they
feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.



TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY 759 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” New Red Book
My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!
Now hear me while | pray, take all my guilt away,

Oh, let me from this day be wholly thine!

May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire.
As thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee
Pure, warm and changeless be, a living fire!

While life’s dark maze | tread and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide.
Bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Nor let me ever stray from thee aside.

When ends life’s transient dream, when death’s cold sullen stream
shall o’er me roll.

Blest Savior then in love, fear and distrust remove,

Oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints.
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world. A brief silence.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and
transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear
us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.



God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it.
We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation, especially
Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter
those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and
refugees. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all
who are sick or suffering, we pray especially for these members of our Epiphany
Lutheran Church family...Allan, George, Dave, Vicki, Karen and for those whom we
lift up from our hearts... Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks
for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with
your truth. Hear us, O God. YOUR MERCY IS GREAT.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the
saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God. YOUR
MERCY IS GREAT.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.
You are invited to greet one another with the “Peace of the Lord.”

Place offerings in basket on baptismal font
Please remember offerings can be mailed to
6606 Maplecrest Road Fort Wayne IN 46835
or sent through our website at www.epiphanyfw.com

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Let us pray, Merciful God,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

= MEAL T
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: and also with you.


http://www.epiphanyfw.com/

. Lift up your hearts.

: we lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

. It is indeed right and salutary...... We praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

TOTOT

HOLY COMMUNION
Everyone is welcome to come to the Lord’s Table!
Q Those baptized who believe in the true presence of Christ

in the bread and wine are welcome to receive the elements.
Used communion cups are placed in baskets.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength you and keep you in his
grace
C: Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A: Let us Pray, Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body
and blood may abide in him and he is us, that we may be filled with the power of his
endless life, now and forever.
C: Amen

& SENDING +
BLESSING
P: Now may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN 801 “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” Blue Hymnal
Thine the amen thine the praise alleluias angels raise

Thine the everlasting head thine the breaking of the bread

Thine the glory thine the story thine the harvest then the cup

Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.

Thine the life eternally thine the promise let there be

Thine the vision thine the tree all the earth on bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.

Thine the truly thine the yes thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from thee thine the glory yet to be

Then the ringing and the singing then the end of all the war
Thine the living thine the loving evermore, evermore

Thine the kingdom thine the prize thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise then the justice of thy ways
Thine the glory thine the story thine the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at thy feast at thy feast.

Thine the glory in the night no more dying only light

Thine the river thine the tree then the Lamb eternally

Then the holy holy holy celebration jubilee

Thine the splendor thine the brightness only thee only thee.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Thank you for sharing your time and talents!

Pastor Richard Hartman
Assisting Minister Amber Logan
Lector/Communion Assistant 8:00 Sue Davis
Lector 10:15 Mike Rumfield
Holy Communion Assistant 10:15 Cathy Rumfield
Altar Guild Rumfield

Technology Support Kristen, Corey, Lucy




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Altar Flowers today in celebration of Mark and Dia Herb’s 42" anniversary!

Ongoing Military Support - Sending Care Packages - Granola Bars, Jerky, Gum,
Mints, Life Savers, Power Bars, Chap stick, individual drink mixes, individual servings
of coffee, and Emergen-C. Each box ships for flat rate $34.

Quilt Drawing towards military shipping! Tickets $1 a piece 6 for $5 12 for $10.
Drawing after 10:15 service today!

October Outreach: Associated Churches Food Bank — stock them up for the coming
holidays. Warm comfort foods for their tables. Food will be delivered first part of Nov.

Pasta and noodles

Soups

Peanut butter and jelly

Canned meats: Chicken , tuna, beef
Broth to go with the meats

Dry milk

Boxed potatoes or instant potatoes

NN~

If you do not want to go shopping, | will be happy to do the shopping for you. Just drop
off cash or a gift card and note that it is for the food bank. Vickie

Dine 2 Donate: Lutheran Military Veterans Family Ministry www.LMVFM.org

They are teaming up with Granite City Restaurant on Wednesday, October 215t from
11am-9pm. Granite City is donating 20% on your bill to LMVFM! Come and help
LMVFM celebrate 19 years of ministry to our local veterans.



http://www.lmvfm.org/

Epiphany’s Calendar of Events

TODAY 10/4 19t Sunday of Pentecost — WOV5
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship
12:00-3:30 pm Zo Baptist Worship/S School
MONDAY 9:00 pm —4:00 pm NHS Homeschool Group
WEDNESDAY 6:00pm — 7:00 pm Shared meal and Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir Practice
SATURDAY 11:00 am - 12:00 pm Zo Prayer Meeting
6:00 -8:00 pm Zo Baptist Worship

SUNDAY 10/11

19" Sunday of Pentecost - WOV5 Bless Quilts

8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship
8:45 am Council Meeting
12:00-3:30 pm Zo Baptist Worship/S School

Financial Update

August Totals 10,953.20 11,731.65 (778.45)
September Deposits Bills Paid Balance

9/6/2026 1,394.29  5,459.36 (4,065.07)

9/13/2026  4,038.29 1,315.21 2,723.08

Bob and Dottie — October 5" — 58 years!
Mark and Dia Herb — October 6" — 42 years!

Nate and Aleesha Herb — October 7™ — 9 years!
James and Letha Minick — October 7" — 43 years!




