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The Epiphany Star       September 2011 
Newsletter of Epiphany Lutheran Church 

                        Fort Wayne, Indiana  
       

 Dear Epiphany, 
 It is time for the September newsletter.  Now there’s a big surprise huh?  
The Summer season will officially be over come the first weekend of September 
(Labor Day Weekend) and we start thinking about Fall activities if we haven’t 
already.  What have you got planned for this fall?  If you are like me you try to 
schedule things so you have a balance in your life - a balance between work, 
family and faith.  Unfortunately that is usually the priority system that we use in 
our lives - work, family and then what ever time is left over we give it to God.  I 
am just as guilty as the rest of you about scheduling things so tight that I don’t 
have much free time.  This past summer was a prime example of what happens 
when the schedule gets so tight that you don’t have much time to relax and    
reflect on life.  Normally, the summer season has a slower pace that allows me 
to have more free time to plan things and rest.  The slower pace gives me the 
time to reflect on Confirmation Classes, The Advent Season, and even Lent.  
Yet it seems like the weeks of this past summer just withered away much like 
the lack of rain. 
 So what has changed?  Several years ago prior to my Dad’s death he 
used to say to me, “Richard you better slow down.  Life is too short to go that 
hard all of the time.”  I then would say that I remember what he used to do when 
he was my age.  The “apple didn’t fall too far from the tree.”  He would arrive at 
work before anyone else to make sure that everything was set up for them.  He 
would stay later at night to get things ready for the next day.  He worked hard.  
My dad was only 22 years older than me.  So I grew up with my parents.  So 
have I learned anything from having my Dad give me words of wisdom like, 
“You better slow down and relax more?”  I wonder sometimes if I am working 
myself to death. 
 Have you spent much time reflecting on your life and what it means to 
you?  If you were to ask your kids how they would describe you, what would 
their answer be?  Are you always there for other people but not so much for 
your own family?  There are a bunch of different choices that we have to make 
in our lives and some of those choices we have control over while others are 
controlled by someone else.  We need to make sure that we make wise choices 
with the time that we have available to us.  We need to make sure that we get to 
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           We are Christians, called by God, committed to: 
           Sharing the Gospel, 
           Serving others as Christ taught us, and 
           Creating disciples for witness. 
 
Epiphany Lutheran Church’s Vision Statement:  
A Christian family of God committed to sharing the Gospel and serving others, 
through joyful worship, education and fellowship. 

the things that we need to do in our life, we get to do some of the things that 
want to do in our life, and we need to complete some of those things in our life 
that we don’t necessarily want to do in our life but we know we need to get them 
done. 
 The month of September is the month for different fall activities like    
Sunday school, Confirmation, football, campfires, and school.  So, what are your 
plans for the fall?  What kind of a priority list does your life reflect?  It is good to 
have some balance don’t you think? 
 
Happy September! 
In Christ, 
Pastor Richard 

We are Collecting Batteries for Recycling 
Do you know where a battery goes after it’s 

put into a trash can? It goes into landfills 
where it is smashed into the dirt by machines 
and all its contents seep into the ground. Add 

this with rain and rust and this causes        
contamination to our earth. We have a       

solution! We are now collecting batteries for 
our recycling. All you need to do is bring 

them here to Epiphany in the basket in Jodi’s 
office and they will be taken to the proper 
place for recycling. Thank you for keeping 
our earth in which God created beautiful! 
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Pastor’s office ……………………..pastor@epiphanyfw.com 
Jodi’s office ………………………….. jodi@epiphanyfw.com 
Pastor’s home …………………………rlhart49@frontier.com     

 
WEB SITE: 
Epiphany Lutheran Church         www.epiphanyfw.com  

Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs. Our office hours 
are as follows: 

              
 Pastor: Sunday - Thursday 8:00am-2:30 pm and some  
         Saturdays as well as Mondays and  
         Wednesday evenings. 
           Jodi: Mondays 11:30 am - 3:00 pm, Tuesdays &  
          Thursdays 9:15 am - 3:00 pm.  

 * Due to unusual circumstances, these hours may be 
subject to change.   

Jodi’s Office Hours Have 
Changed 

Due to Jodi having three  
children in three different 

schools this year, Jodi’s office 
hours have changed. Jodi’s 

office hours are posted above 
as well as subsequent     

newsletters and bulletins. 
Thank you for your            

understanding.  
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The Men’s Bible study 

will meet September 

10th at 7:00 am. We 

will continue our walk 

through the Bible and 

would encourage all 

men of the               

congregation to wake 

up a little early on  

Saturday morning to 

join us in a time of   

fellowship, good food, 

and Bible study.  

Mission Moment 
Many thanks to all of you who so  

generously supported the  collection of 
school supplies. We sent 5 boxes of 

supplies and backpacks to the  Salvation 
Army for the “Tools for Education”  

ministry which serves over 1400 needy 
students in our community, and we are 
on our way to  supply 48 School Kits 
to Lutheran World Relief in  October. 
We also hope to provide Health Kits 
and Layettes to LWR when they pick 
items up in October. In order to   

complete these, we are still in need of 
bar soap, cloth diapers, hand towels, 
and combs. We appreciate your kind 

support of this important chance to serve 
God’s children in need. May you all  
receive as richly as you have given!    

Women’s Bible Study Group 
 

We will be kicking off our Women’s 
Bible Study Group Thursday, September 
8th at 7:00 pm. Liz Nickel will be our 
leader and this will take place at 

her home. Please contact Liz if you 
would like to join. All are welcome 

and bring a friend!   
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September 4
th

: 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  

Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 
 

September 11
th

: 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 50:15-21 
Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

September 18
th

: 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Jonah 3:10-4:11 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 
September 25

th
: 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 

 

Join us for worship this month! 

 

Every Sunday at 8:00 am and 

10:15 am. 

Every Monday at 7:00 pm. 

 

Sunday School classes begin for 

all ages on September 11th at 

9:00 am! Please join us!  

R a lly  D a y  
W e w ill b e c e leb rat in g  Rally  D ay  o n   
S u n d ay , S ep t em b er 1 1 t h .  Th is  w ill 
b eg in  a t  9 :0 0  am  w it h  t h e S u n d ay  

S c h o o l C h ild ren . Th ey  w ill b e p u t t in g  
t o g et h er  t h e s c h o o l k it s  t h at  w e 

h av e b een  c o llec t in g  f o r  Lu t h eran  
W o r ld  Relie f .  W e w ill t h en  en jo y  a  
p o t lu c k  m eal a f t er  s ec o n d  s erv ic e. 
H am b u rg ers , h o t  d o g s , b u n s , an d  

c h ip s  w ill b e p ro v id ed . P leas e b r in g  a  
s id e-d is h , s alad , o r  a  d es s ert  t o  

s h are. Th e s ig n -u p  s h eet  is  o n  t h e 
b o ard  o u t s id e J o d i’ s  o f f ic e . S ee y o u  

t h ere!   
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Comfort ye my People 
 The quilters will meet      

Sunday, September 18
th
 at 

9:00 am. We made six quilts 
in one of our  recent quilting    
sessions! Please come and 
join us to help protect our 

brothers and sister in Christ 
who are in need from the  
elements. See you then! 

Drought in Africa 

In the Horn of Africa, the lives and livelihoods of 

millions of people have been devastated by the worst 

drought in 60 years. Crops have failed and water is 

scarce. Desperate families are abandoning their 

homes seeking aid. Hundreds of thousands of people 

have already made their way to refugee camps in 

Kenya and Ethiopia. More than twelve million people 

are in need of help now. For those who have made 

their way to the Dadaab camp in Kenya and the doolo 

Ado camp in Ethiopia, the ELCA is helping provide safe 

water and nutritious food. Both camps were 

established with the support of the ELCA through ELCA 

World Hunger; the camps are managed by Lutherans 

through our global church partner The Lutheran World 

Federation. Please pray for our brothers and sisters in 

Christ and/or other ways you can give: check or 

money orders can be sent to ELCA Disaster Response 

39330 Treasury Center Chicago, IL 60694 ð9300. Write 

òHorn of Africa Droughtó on your checkõs memo line. 

Credit card by phone: 800-638-3522. 100% of your 

money will go toward this disaster response. Thank 

you for your generosity.  

Adult Sunday School  
Calling all adults! Please join us as 

we begin another year of fellowship 
and study in Godôs Word! Our fall 

gathering will begin Sunday, 
September 11th at 9:00 am. Deb 

Crawford will be leading the class. 
Please join us and bring a friend!  
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 Tamra Richardson       Charlene Schroeder     Vera Burton 
 

Millie Lazzer      Kurt Unrue Amber Logan 
 

Becky Begle    Steve Auman  

ñHappy birthdayò to those who celebrate their second birthday during the month of 
September!  Martin Luther said, ñWhen you wash your face remember your baptism.ò  

Take time to remember and celebrate with your family by using the special booklet  
ñCelebrating Your Baptismal Birthdayò  

(found in the narthex tract rack). 

   September Baptismal Birthdays: 

Angels Among Us! 
Did you know that we have Secret Angels here  
at Epiphany? We do! We have members of our              

congregation who often times do many things behind the 
scenes and we want to take this time to recognize just a 

few in this month’s issue! More will be recognized in issues 
to come! These Angels don’t necessarily want to be      

identified.  However, here are some of the gifts they have        
received from Him they share with all of us here! Angels, 

you know who you are! 
 

VBS volunteers helped the kids have a great experience 
Items for the backpacks were donated   
Items for the layettes are currently being donated 
Cakes for Lutheran Life Villages were baked  
Special Music has been performed for services 
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Cruzô In 
Epiphany will be hosting our first Cruz’ In 

here at the church on Saturday, September 
10

th
 from 9 am - 2 pm. We need lots of 

helpers for this event such as registering 
cars, directing traffic, parking cars, selling 

food and drinks, cooking hot dogs & 
hamburgers, setting up and operating the 
sound system, selling 50/50 tickets and 

judging cars. We are also in need of 
individual serving sizes of homemade baked 

goods. Sign-up sheets are on the board 
outside Jodi’s office. Please join us and help 
be a part of this fun and exciting new event! 

Epiphany is blessed to welcome Steve & Nina Haag 
into our church family! They recently moved here 

from Goshen, IN. Steve is an IU grad and Nina 
graduated from Nursing School in Pennsylvania. She 

is currently a nurse manager at Canterbury Nursing & 
Rehab. Steve & Nina have three children and are 
soon to be grandparents for the third time! They 
both love history. Steve is very knowledgeable in 

politics and Nina enjoys photography and         
scrapbooking. They joined Epiphany because they 
were immediately welcomed and made to feel at 

home. They are enjoying our friendly church family 
and the worship services are just what they were 

looking for. Welcome! 
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Video for VBS 
There is a VBS video       

available on 
www.youtube.com if 
you are interested in 

seeing what the kids did 
in VBS this summer! All 
you need to do is type 
in the search bar “vbs 
2011 by MissBecca 
1990”. Thank you so 

much Rebecca Harman 
for making this available 

to us all! 

Our Vacation Bible School, òGrow 

in Faith. Have Fun. Change the 

Worldó was a huge success! Thank 

you to everyone who donated items 

for the week or gave of your time 

and talents to the children each 

day. You are all blessing to 

Epiphany! 

Hello everyone and here we are the beginning of  a new 
school year.  With that, a new year for the youth groups 

to kick off.  I know that Sunday School kicks off  on      
September 11th and the first day of  actual Sunday School 
is the 18th.  The Senior High Youth Group will have its 
first meeting on the night of  the 18th with the Junior 

High starting on September 25th.  I will want to have a 
parents meeting at 4:30 p.m. on September 18th so we can 
go over the schedule for the year.  I am still planning to 
have one on one meetings with all the kids during the 

year as well. Please be watching your e-mail for all        
information.  If  you ever have any questions, please don't 

hesitate to give me a call. 

by Kurt Unrue 
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 September 4
th

 
 

LBW  
Setting 2 

September 11
th

 
1991 

Hymnal  
Supplement 

September 18
th

 
 

LBW  
Setting 2 

September 25
th

 
 

WOV 
Setting 5 

Organist /  
Pianist 

Sara 
Davis  

Amanda 
Pickett 

Sara 
Davis 

 

Sara 
Davis 

Assisting 
Minister 

Kurt  
Unrue 

Krista 
Rumfield 

Melissa 
Hartman 

Alicia 
Davis 

Lector 
8:00 am 

Liz 
Nickel 

 

Deb 
Crawford 

Sue  
Johnson 

Cheryl 
Ralston 

Lector 
10:15 am 

Bob 
Havers 

Krista 
Rumfield 

Erin 
Butler 

Pat  
Butler 

Acolyte Heith 
Everhart 

Amber  
Logan 

 

Minda  
Hartman 

Jonathan  
Hartman 

Communion  
Assistant 
8:00 am 

Jared  
Meunier 

Charlene  
Schroeder 

Hank  
Schroeder 

Devin 
Meunier 

Communion  
Assistant 
10:15 am 

Ron 
Roemer 

Liz 
Nickel 

Pat   
Butler 

Mike 
Rumfield 

Altar 
Guild 

Jodi 
McKenna 

Alicia 
Davis 

Need 
 

Need 

 
Greeters 

 
Dave & Jane  

Dawkins 
 
 

 
Kay 

Evans 
 

 
Ron Michael & 
Becky Begle 

 

 
McKenna’s 

Capt. Bill Williams     Marisa Williams 
 
       Ron Roemer     Mike Rumfield 


