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The Epiphany Star       October 2011 
Newsletter of Epiphany Lutheran Church 

                        Fort Wayne, Indiana  
       

 Dear Epiphany, 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior 
Jesus the Christ.  Amen 
 Why did God create the Church?  I know the first answer is going to be 
that we needed a place to gather to worship God.  Worship is of primary         
important in any Church community.  Yet there still has to be more doesn’t 
there?  I mean I know the primary priority of any congregation is to gather      
together on a routine basis to worship God.  But there has to be more to it than 
just worship isn’t there? 
 Why do we gather together and call ourselves the “Body of Christ.”  
Scripture tells us that we are the arms and legs… the “Body of Christ” with     
Jesus as the head.  No single part of the body is more important than the rest.  
It is my understanding of the Body that God places in our midst all of the tools 
and resources needed to be successful in doing the mission and ministry that 
God intends for us to do with our life together.  God doesn’t want us to fail and 
the only time we fail is if we don’t learn something from everything that we do.  
Even if by most standards something is a success and you didn’t learn      
something from it, then it in essence was a failure.  Yet on the flip side if by most 
standards you failed at something and learned a bunch about yourself and the 
group, then it really wasn’t a failure but a success. 
 At the time of this writing, Melissa and I have just gotten back from being 
on a few days of vacation together.  We traveled to Branson, MO.  It is beautiful 
country, especially if you like mountains and lakes.  It is a community almost   
entirely dependent upon tourism.  There are a few other industries in the area 
but primary source of revenue is tourism.  We were told prior to going to     
Branson that it would be like Gatlinburg, TN or Las Vegas, NV.  There are a 
bunch of lights and people moving from one location to the next.  Traffic is a   
major problem for them as there is one primary road into town and it can get 
very congested.  With Branson, MO being primarily a tourism community one 
would think that service and being friendly would be two adjectives that would 
be used to describe their community.  While they weren’t cold in their welcome, 
they weren’t what one would describe as overly friendly or accommodating    
either.  There were a few exceptions to the rule. 
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           We are Christians, called by God, committed to: 
           Sharing the Gospel, 
           Serving others as Christ taught us, and 
           Creating disciples for witness. 
 
Epiphany Lutheran Church’s Vision Statement:  
A Christian family of God committed to sharing the Gospel and serving others, 
through joyful worship, education and fellowship. 

 So why do we gather together as the church?  Worship is a priority, but 
so is  being there for one another (even those visitors who only come every 
once in a while).  It is important to support each other in our daily lives; to be 
there for one another when times are difficult and when times are good.  By 
opening our lives up to accept others, we are being the “Body of Christ.”  Each 
person is    important and needs to feel the presence of Christ in their lives.  We 
are that presence for some people.  If everyone doesn’t feel welcome in the 
worshiping community, then they aren’t likely to know that God is in their midst.  
If no one talks with them, then they aren’t likely to know that God cares about 
them.  If we don’t support one another in the good times and bad, then they 
aren’t like to know that God’s love transcends all time and space. 
 During this month of October, we are reminded of the Lutheran churches’ 
humble beginning with Reformation Sunday…the day we celebrate Martin      
Luther nailing the 95 Thesis on the doors to the chapel at Wittenberg.  This 
marked the beginning of the Lutheran Church and the separation from the     
Roman Catholic Church.  We are reminded that there are differences but there 
are also a number of similarities to most Christian Churches.  This year, we will   
celebrate with the Everhart family as Heith affirms his Baptismal Vows (also 
known as Confirmation).  This is an important day as the promises that were 
made when he was baptized will soon become the promises he makes for    
himself before God.  This glorious celebration will be on Reformation Sunday, 
October 30

th
.  Make plans now to celebrate with the Everhart family and the   

family of Epiphany on that day as this is a major step in Heith’s life.  It is also 
living out our calling as the Body of Christ to support one another. 
 What does the Church mean to you?  Have you asked yourself that  
question lately?  The answers could be life changing for you. 
 May you be blessed throughout this month of October to be a blessing to 
others! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Richard 
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Pastor’s office ……………………..pastor@epiphanyfw.com 
Jodi’s office ………………………….. jodi@epiphanyfw.com 
Pastor’s home …………………………rlhart49@frontier.com     

 
WEB SITE: 
Epiphany Lutheran Church         www.epiphanyfw.com  

Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs. Our office hours 
are as follows: 

              
 Pastor: Sunday - Thursday 8:00am-2:30 pm and some  
         Saturdays as well as Mondays and  
         Wednesday evenings. 
           Jodi: Mondays 11:30 am - 3:00 pm, Tuesdays &  
          Thursdays 9:15 am - 3:00 pm.  

 * Due to unusual circumstances, these hours may be 
subject to change.   

There will be a parent’s meeting 
on Sunday, October 2nd at 5:00 

pm. We are also having the    
Parents’ Day Out/Neighborhood 
Hot Dog Roast on October 15th 

from 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm. See you 
then! 

by Kurt Unrue 
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The Women’s Bible Study group will meet Thursday, 
October 13th and October 27th both at 7:00 pm 
here at the church. Study Title: The Women in   

Jesus’ Life. Text: The Bible. Read Matthew 1:1-17. 
There are a lot of names, but five should stand 
out. Read at least one, if not all their stories. If 
you have any questions, contact Liz Nickel who will 

be our leader at 485-6956 or e-mail her at    
jitney41@gmail.com. All are welcome and bring a 

friend! 

Mission Moment 
Many thanks to everyone who so generously supplied items 
for our Lutheran World Relief layettes, health kits and school 
kits. We’ll have a final total on those items for the November 
Star. Your love and care will make a difference in many lives. 
For the month of October, we will be working to  provide “A 

Gardener’s Basket” through Heifer International. As we   
celebrate the bountiful harvest from the rich fields of Indiana, 
we remember those who struggle to produce adequate food 
for their  families. The Gardener’s Basket includes; a hive of 
bees to increase yields in gardens and to provide wax and 
honey to sell; a pair of  rabbits whose manure will enrich 
poor soil and whose meat will provide valuable protein; a 

flock of chicks who can help to  control garden pests as well 
as providing eggs and meat; and tress to fight soil erosion as 

well as provide shade and fuel. Look for the Heifer Project 
envelope in your mail boxes, and each week we will have a 

special plan for raising the funds necessary for this fun    
mission. Your generosity and prayers bring the Light of 

Christ to a world in need, Thanks so much!   

Written by: Jane Dawkins 
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October 2
nd

: 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 

 
October 9

th
: 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 25:1-9 

Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 

 
October 16

th
: 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Isaiah 45:1-7 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 

 
October 23

rd
: 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Matthew 22:34-46 
 

October 30
th 

Reformation Sunday 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36 

 

Join us for Worship this month! 
Every Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:15 am 

Every Monday at 7:00 pm 
Sunday School classes for all ages at 9:00 am! 

Please join us! 

The Men’s Bible study will 

meet October 8th at 7:00 am. 

We will continue our walk 

through the Bible and would 

encourage all men of the     

congregation to wake up a    

little early on Saturday   

morning to join us in a time of   

fellowship, good food, and     

Bible study.  
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Blessing of the Quilts 
The blessing of the quilts will 
be taking place on Sunday,  
October 9th during second  
worship service. Following 

that worship service, the quilts 
will be packed up and ready 
to be shipped out to those in 
need to keep warm from the 

elements. If you are available, 
please prayerfully consider 

taking some time that day to 
help get them packed up and 
ready to be shipped out to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Thank you in advance for your      

generosity 

Comfort ye my People 
 Our quilting group will be 

meeting on Sunday, October 
2

nd
 at 9:00 am. If you can 

push a pin, you can help! 
Please prayerfully consider 

joining us as we create quilts 
to protect our brothers and 
sisters in Christ from the   
elements. See you there!  

Adult Sunday School  
The Adult Sunday School classes 
will begin Sunday, October 2nd at 

9:00 am lead by Deb Crawford. The 
topic will be The Return of The 

Prodigal Son written by Henri J.M. 
Nouwen. Please join us and bring a 

friend! 
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Angels Among Us! 
Did you know that we have Secret Angels here  
at Epiphany? We do! We have members of our              

congregation who often times do many things behind the 
scenes and we want to take this time to recognize just a 

few in this month’s issue! More will be recognized in issues 
to come! These Angels don’t necessarily want to be      

identified.  However, here are some of the gifts they have        
received from Him they share with all of us here! Angels, 

you know who you are! 
 

 Backpacks were filled and sent to Lutheran World Relief 
 Our debt reduction has been paid down dramatically   
 Communion was prepared while Pastor was on vacation 
 Mulch was laid and flowers were planted   
 Our Fellowship Hall was thoroughly cleaned 
  

The Federation of Lutheran Women 
The Federation of Lutheran Women will meet Tuesday,    

October 4
th 

at 1:30 pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 3705 
S. Anthony Blvd, Fort Wayne, Guest speaker will be Marcia 

Haaff of the Lutheran Foundation. She will share the       
policies, practices, & procedures of the Lutheran Foundation 
to fund church, school, & community projects. All women are 

invited to attend.  
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Epiphany is blessed to welcome Jack & Sandi Swanson into 
our church family! They both were born in Michigan City, In 
and moved to Fort Wayne in 1982 when they got married. 

Jack attended Purdue North Central University, currently works 
at ITT and Sandi works at home. Jack and Sandi have a 

daughter and a son-n-law who joined Epiphany as well, four 
grandchildren and one great-granddaughter! They both love 

sports - Bears, Blackhawks, Bulls, Cubs, White Sox, Notre 
Dame and Indiana University! Sandi likes sewing crafts,      
crocheting & reading. Jack has joined our Choir here at   

Epiphany. Sandi & Jack joined Epiphany because they found 
the ELCA home they were looking for. Welcome! 

Northeast Conference Assembly 

The Northeast Conference Assembly will 

be held here at Epiphany this year. The 

date is Thursday, October 20th at 6:00 pm. 

All are welcome to attend. The primary 

theme for the evening will be on 

ñEstablishing Wills and Estatesò. Thrivent 

Financial will be present as well as        

attorneys to advise people on what to do. 

Dinner will be served as well so please 

join in on this very informative event.  
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Hunger Walk 
Fort Wayne, IN, September 2011 - The Associated Churches   

Neighborhood Food network, The Franciscan Center, and Miss         
Virginia’s Mission have witnessed record numbers of new faces coming 
to their doors for food assistance. Additionally, some have witnessed a 
drop in donations. As a result, the success of their annual Hunger Walk 
to raise funds and awareness is paramount this year. The Hunger Walk 
will be held at Lawton Park, on Saturday, October 1

st
 with registration at 

9:00 am, devotion at 9:45 am and a 1.5 mile walk at 10 am. Donations 
and registrations can be made at www.associatedchurches.org or 

mailed to 602 E. Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46802. Make checks 
payable to Associated Churches. Money will be divided among the 

three non-profits equally unless noted otherwise. All funds up to 
$30,000 will be matched by the Lutheran Foundation. Call 422-3528 for 

more information.  

Dear Epiphany, 

 Recently, I have been a part of two different funerals and both 

were a real witness to the Christian faith. O ne had spent some time  

discussing with the family and friends their desires for the type of      

funeral they wanted to be remembered by. The other had not spent 

much time and the family was left to try to decide what the wishes of 

their family member would be. Enclosed in this monthôs Epiphany Star 

is a Pre-Funeral Planning Sheet. I would encourage you to read it over, 

pray about it, discuss your wishes with your family and friends, and 

then record your wishes on these sheets. I would ask that you bring a 

copy of the arrangements to the church office so we can keep it in your 

folder for future reference.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Richard 
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Epiphany Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Pre-funeral service planning 

 
One copy is to be kept on file at the church office and one copy to be kept at home or 
with a family member. 
 
Name:__________________________________________________________ 
  Last   First   Middle (or maiden name) 
 
Address:________________________________________________________ 
  Street   City    State  Zip 
 
Telephone: (Home) __________________________ Cellular: ______________ 
 
Name and telephone number of family member(s) or friend(s) to be contacted at time 
of death: 
 
Name: _________________________________ Home/Cellular:____________ 
 
Name: _________________________________ Home/Cellular:____________ 
 
A funeral service is an opportunity to witness to our Christian faith.  The funeral ser-
vice whether in the church or in another setting is a worship service. 
 
Funeral Service:  Church: ____  Memorial Service (only): ____ 
   Funeral Home: ____ Graveside Service (only): ____ 
 
For the Funeral Service at church 
Favorite Hymns:  
Choice #1:____________________ Choice #2:______________________ 
 
Choice #3: ____________________ Choice #4:______________________ 
 
Commonly selected hymns for funerals: 
a) For All The Saints LBW #174                   b) Blessed Assurance WOV #699 
c) A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LBW #228             d) Lift High The Cross LBW #377 
e) I Know That My Redeemer Lives LBW #377        f) Borning Cry WOV #770 
g) My Faith Looks Up To Thee LBW #479                h)Abide With Me LBW #272 
i) O God, Our Help in Ages Past LBW #320        j) Amazing Grace LBW #448 
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Special Music at the Funeral: Soloists/Duets, etc: _____ 
     Instrumentalist(s):   _____ 
Suggested musical selection: ________________________________________ 
Suggested singer(s)/ musician(s): _____________________________________ 
 
Scripture Readings (please select at least one from each section): 
Old Testament: ______________________________________Suggestions: Job 
19:23-27a, Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; Isaiah 25:6-9, Isaiah 40:28-31, Isaiah 61:1-3 
Psalm: _____________________________________________Suggestions: Psalm 
23, Psalm 46, Psalm 91, Psalm 100, Psalm 121, Psalm 150 
New Testament: ______________________________________Suggestions:       
Romans 5:1-11, Romans 8:31-39, 1 Corinthians 15:12-26, 1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 
Ephesians 2:1-10, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, Revelations 7:9-17, Revelation 21:1-7 
Gospel: _____________________________________________Suggestions:     
Matthew 6:25-34, Matthew 11:25-34, Matthew 11:25-30, Luke 2:29-34, John 3:1-17, 
John 11:21-27, John 14:1-6, John 14:7-19 
 
Memorial Gifts to be designated to: 
 
 Epiphany Lutheran Church Memorial Fund: ______ 
 Epiphany Lutheran Church General Fund: _______ 
Other: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you request a Bereavement Meal: Y/N  At Church: ____ Other: ____ 
 
Disposition of the body: 
Preferred Funeral Home: ___________________________________________ 
 
Have any pre-funeral arrangements been made with the Funeral Home? ______ 
 
Arrangements for remains: Casket: ____ Cremation:____ Other: _____ 
 
Cemetery: ____________________________________________________ 
 This form can be reviewed and changed anytime.  This is not a legal docu-
ment, but a sincere expression of your wishes and desires concerning your faith and 
concern for family and friends regarding your funeral arrangements. 
 
Date: ______________________   Signature: ____________________________ 
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What did you do on summer vacation? 
A few of our member shared with us! 

We went for a 4 day vacation at Turkey Run State Park. We 
hooked up with Wayne & Charlene Clements who live a little 
west of St. Louis. Wayne was my Parochial School Principal 
years ago in Fort Wayne. (I was Pastor, not student!) The trails, 
cliffs, food, etc. are great. It’s hard to believe this terrain is in the 
state of Indiana. The Clements and we have enjoyed meeting 
there for years.  
                       By Mack & July Goeglein 

In June of 2011, Sandi and I took our 1
st 

real vacation in 
29 years of marriage. We went with our daughter’s family 
to Disney World. We had so much fun that the six of us 
are already planning another trip to Orlando - Maybe in 
2012! 
      By Jack & Sandi Swanson 

I spent the month of March in Florida watching the Detroit Tigers in Spring 
Training and they looked so good that I know they will win the world series. 
In April I spent a week in Philippi, West Virginia - watching my nephew 
coach his college baseball team. On May 20

th
 I had rotator cuff surgery on 

my shoulder and I was lucky enough to have Becky move here from    
southern Indiana to take care of me. She did such a good job that I talked 
her into marrying me on December 31

st
. We will be spending our            

honeymoon in San Francisco, California. Becky and I didn’t get to do much 
this summer since I had to go to physical therapy three times a week. We 
went to a lot of Tin Caps & Toledo Mud Hens games. Becky is now a    
member of our church and is a member of the choir. 
                  By Ron Michael  
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Come and Join us        
Saturday, October 8

th
 at 

9:00 am for our Women of 
the ELCA Northeast Fall    
Retreat at Hope Lutheran 

Church 2001 S. 500 E.  
Columbia City, IN 46725 
Mark your calendars: The 
Spring meeting will be on 

March 10
th
, 2012! 

   October Baptismal Birthdays: 
 Jeff Hedin        Nancy Lee     Amanda Pickett 

 
Robert Black      Erika Williams Heith Everhart 

 
     Jane Dawkins    Sara Snider  Bev Blanchard 

 
Bill Vonderau  Lee Hedin  Nick Markoff  

ñHappy birthdayò to those who celebrate their second birthday 
during the month of October!  Martin Luther said, ñWhen you wash 
your face remember your baptism.ò  Take time to remember and 

celebrate with your family by using the special booklet  
ñCelebrating Your Baptismal Birthdayò  

(found in the narthex tract rack). 
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 October 2
nd

 
 

LBW  
Setting 2 

October 9
th

 
 

Feast of Life 

October 16
th

 
 

LBW  
Setting 2 

October 23
rd

 
 

WOV 
Setting 5 

October 30
th 

 

LBW 
Setting 2 

Organist /  
Pianist 

Sara 
Davis  

Amanda 
Pickett 

Sara 
Davis 

 

Sara 
Davis 

Sara Davis/
Amanda 
Pickett 

Assisting 
Minister 

Liz  
Nickel 

Jim 
Davis 

Rebecca 
Hartman 

Krista 
Rumfield 

Melissa 
Hartman 

Lector 
8:00 am 

Bruce 
Cunningham 

 

Jared 
Meunier 

Anne  
Lohman 

Liz 
Nickel 

Deb 
Crawford 

Lector 
10:15 am 

Kurt 
Unrue 

Krista 
Rumfield 

Jane 
Dawkins 

Molly  
Clinkenbeard 

Cathy  
Rumfield 

Acolyte Minda 
Hartman 

Jonathan 
Hartman 

 

Elizabeth  
Lohman 

Heith  
Everhart 

Rozlynn 
Everhart 

Communion  
Assistant 
8:00 am 

Maddison  
Everhart 

Anne  
Lohman 

Liz  
Nickel 

Renee 
Meunier 

Deb  
Crawford 

Communion  
Assistant 
10:15 am 

Dave 
Black 

Molly 
Clinkenbeard 

Kurt   
Unrue 

Cathy 
Rumfield 

Dave 
Dawkins 

Altar 
Guild 

Jodi 
McKenna 

Need Need 
 

Need Need 

 
Greeters 

 
Nick & Lois  

Markoff 
 
 

 
Goodspeed’s 

 
 

 
Davis 
Family 

 

 
Lohman’s 

 
McKenna’s 

Capt. Ron Michael     Kurt Unrue  Elizabeth Lohman 
 
       Nick Markoff     James Lohman 


