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Dear Epiphany,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus
the Christ. Amen

| know | don’t have to tell you that economic times are difficult these days.
Every time you turn the television on or read the newspaper, there are reports of
unemployment being the highest in the history of this country. It is difficult to know
what to do financially. So why read about it in the church newsletter?

Recently | have started hearing different people say the following; “It seems
like all I hear about at church services, quarterly congregational meetings or the
newsletter is how bad our Epiphany Lutheran Church finances are and how | need to
give more money. Pastor, finances are tight. Can’t the church be one place where |
don’t have to hear about the need for more money?” First of all | would like to
address the issue of finances. | believe our Treasurer Richard Lee is doing a
tremendous job of trying to keep all of the financial matters of Epiphany current and
reported to the members of our congregation. The job of Treasurer is a difficult job in
good financial times and it becomes almost impossible in bad economic times.
Secondly, it is the responsibility of each of us to support the mission and ministry of
our congregation. We are not giving to the budget of our congregation, we are giving
to the mission and ministry that God has called us to be a part of together. Unlike
most places (clubs and businesses) you don’t receive a monthly bill for services
rendered. You do however receive a quarterly statement that reflects your financial
contributions to the church with an end of the year statement that allows you to know
exactly what you gave to the mission and ministry of Epiphany Lutheran Church so
you can deduct it from your federal income taxes as a “charitable contribution.”

| have also heard people say, “Pastor, finances are tight. Can’t the church do
something about controlling or cutting expenses?” Every committee of our
congregation knows the financial situation our congregation is faced with and works
very hard to keep expenses to a minimum including seeking donations from
members instead of purchasing items. One example of this would be the Outreach
Committee, which on Oct. 9" blessed nearly 80 quilts, 57 school bags, layettes,
health kits for Lutheran World Federation which had everything donated! The
Fellowship Committee seeks a “freewill” contribution each time we have a gathering
so that there would be no expenses to our congregation. | for one haven’t turned



in mileage charges for nearly four months as we simply haven’t had the finances
to cover them. Expenses have been kept as close as we can so that our
congregation’s mission and ministry can be what God intends for us to do
together.

So why am | trying to get us to think about the financial picture of
Epiphany Lutheran Church? It is everyone’s responsibility to support the
mission and ministry of Epiphany Lutheran Church. | understand there are
many in our congregation who have either lost their job or they are on the
bubble to losing their job with the economic factors we have in our community,
state, nation, and world. | also understand that investments are not earning
nearly what they did just six months ago! Yet, if we work together God will
provide enough support for all of us to make it through these difficult times.
Each of us needs to prayerfully consider what we give to support the mission
and ministry of Epiphany Lutheran Church and the greater Church. The Good
News is that God will provide. The question is “are we listening?” We have to
work together and support the mission of our church together... it can’t be
dependent on one or two... it takes all of us working together. Some of us may
not be able to financially contribute to the mission and ministry of Epiphany but
we can volunteer our time and resources to the work we do here. We may not
have any time to contribute to the mission of Epiphany but we can financially
contribute a little more than what we have been contributing. We may also find
ourselves in a position to do a little of both. Prayerfully consider the
contributions you are making to the mission and ministry of Epiphany Lutheran
Church. The work we do together should not be thought of as a burden but
rather as an opportunity to do what God has called us to do collectively.

Each month you will see the financial picture of our mission work
reflected on the “Communication Board” and you will also receive updates in our
financial accounts during quarterly congregational meetings and newsletters. It
is important for us all to know what is going on. Can you imagine not looking at
your financial statement each month for your personal finances? It isn’t a good
idea for a church either.

Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of Epiphany
Lutheran Church, and | thank you in advance of trying to find ways to increase
and change your contributions to be more reflective of the gifts and resources
God has blessed your life within these coming months!

In Christ,
Pastor Richard
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Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs. Our office hours
are as follows:

12 Pastor: Sunday - Thursday 8:00am-2:30 pm and some
T Saturdays as well as Mondays and
9‘ | ‘3 Wednesday evenings.
- Jodi: Mondays 11:30 am - 3:00 pm, Tuesdays &
A 1 \ Thursdays 9:15 am - 3:00 pm.

* Due to unusual circumstances, these hours may be

CHU RCH subject to change.

OFFICE HOURS

College Care Packages
Finals week can be a very stressful time and we would like
to let our students know we are supportive of their mission

in studies. We are collecting items here at Epiphany
through Sunday, December 4th to be sent to them. Here

are some of the items that every college student needs:

Popcorn Gum Pens Pencils

Food Cards: McDonald’s, Burger King, Subway ( cﬂl-,,f.'
Aﬂg
'ﬂn;,-g

Candy: Crunch Bars, Kit Kats, Reese’s Pieces
Diet Coke Hot Cocoa Gas Cards

Please donate 6 of any of these items so no one is left out!



FHEHEHHREREHHHEE

Mission Moment
3 ~ Many thanks to everyone who so generously supported our Lutheran }
- World Relief collections as well as our Heifer International Gardner’s ! ;
Basket collection. We were able to donate 44 quilts, 50 hygiene kits, 57
/ school kits, and 27 layettes to those in need because of your kindness.

[, We definitely have enough contributions to the Heifer Project to supply
one Gardner's Basket (10 trees, 2 rabbits, 20 chicks, and a hive of?

honey bees), and we may be able to provide TWO! Your gifts make the

love of Christ known to those who need it most.

( Durlng the month of November, we will again be collecting full size toilet- -
ries; shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothpaste, etc. to Park center clients. 5

~ Also needed are adult size socks, hats and gloves. These items are
7 stuffed into stockings and distributed at the Park Center Christmas party
‘ )

. We also plan to provide Christmas gifts for our Group Home members -

and baby items for A Baby’s Closet in December, so start looking for

bargalns
/ It's such a joy to see the generous response of so many of you to the

X ¢ needs of a hurting world. Your kindness makes a real difference in the
lives of God’s children.
Written by: Jane Dawkins
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Epiphany will be having a Cookie Walk on Sunday,

¥%%%%%%$%%

A December 4™ . We are asking for donations of your
\ra\),i% BN favorite cookie, fudge, candy or treat throughout that
Q‘lcjg @‘.é\\’&" \Vf\\\ week and by Saturday, December 3™ from 9-12pm. No
E&JL \gg,g, Q/ﬁ 4 cupcakes please. Each member can then fill a bag of

GOOBeWalk assorted cookies for $5 each on Sunday. The money
raised for this will go toward the National Youth
Gathering in 2012! A sign-up sheet is outside Jodi’s office.
Thanks for helping!



November 6

NOVCHIb@F All Saints Day
. Revelation 7:9-17
Pible 1 John 3:1-3

Matthew 5:1-12

Readings

November 13":
22" Sunday after Pentecost
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Join us for Worship this month! Matthew 25:14-30
Every Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:15
am November 20™:

. Christ the King
Every Monday at 7:00 pm Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Sunday School classes for all ages at Ephesians 1:15-23
9:00 am! Please join us! Matthew 25:31-46

_» THANKSGIVING EVE

nd,
4 SERVICE November 22 .

Thanksgiving Eve

Deuteronomy 8:7-18

2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Luke 17:11-19

Please join us for Thanksgiving November 27"
: . First Sunday of Advent
Eve worship at 7:00 pm on lsaiah 64:1-9
Tuesday, November 2%, 2011 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Mark 13:24-37

The Women’s Bible Study group will meet
Thursday, November 10" at 7:00 pm here at
the church. Text: The Bible. If you have any
questions, contact Liz Nickel who will be our

leader at 485-6956 or e-mail her at
jitney41@gmail.com. All are welcome and
bring a friend!




We have a busy month coming up here in
November. Youth Sunday is November @UULEN"
13h. We will be leading worship for both QU
the 8:00 am and the 10:15 am services. /. V
Both the Senior High and Confirmation/,
Junior High kids will need to be here by
7:30 am. We will be having a rehearsal for
everyone on Novembethéat 7:00 pm. By by Kurt Unrue
the time you will be getting this, there will £y
have been two rehearsals in October as Adult Sunday School
well. Additionally, there will be a locin lThe Adult ts.“”d?y SC“‘t’O'
for the Senior High kids on November 1 gsﬁzgiscg?;;ga?nrr:;d g;
and 12, We will start at 7:30 pm on Deb Crawford. The topic will 2
. : s
Friday and end around 9:30 am Saturday. be The Return of The
The list of activities include a scavenger Prodigal Son written by
hunt and a couple bowling. | have two of Henri J.M. Nouwen. Please
my friends helping drive everyone around, : join us and bring a friend!
but still might need additional help. So, to
find out if 1 need additional help, | need to
know who all is coming and how many
friends, (no more than 2) are coming. You
should have received ameail from me by
the time you have received this newsletter.
| need to know who all is coming by
November 8. Any questions, please let me
know. Thanks
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Please mark your calendars for Sunday,

November 20" at 9:00 am. We will be serving up Quarterly
breakfast to accompany our Quarterly ;(%Qh\gr@atlonal
Congregational Meeting. Look for a sign-up T
sheet on the board outside Jodi’s office, so we ’ Breakfast Meeting

know how much food to prepare. See you then!
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I Our quiltinlg group will be meeting on Sunday, I
| November 13™ at 9:00 am. If you can push a pin, you |
| can help! Please prayerfully consider joining us as we |
|
|
|
|

create quilts to protect our brothers and sisters in Christ :

from the elements. See you there! e .9 Y .
1QUILTING GROUP

Angels Among Us!
Did you know that we have Secret Angels here
at Epiphany? We do! We have members of our congregation
who often times do many things behind the scenes and we
want to take this time to recognize just a few in this month’s
issue! These Angels don’t necessarily want to be identified.
However, here are some of the gifts they have received from
Him they share with all of us here! Angels, you know who you
are!

and sent to Lutheran World Relief
Food was donated for the NE Conference Assembly
Volunteers helped for the PDO/Neighborhood Hot Dog Roast
Articles were submitted to Jodi for this Newsletter
Dirt was brought in to fill the holes in the lawn



We have planned an activity nighRs - st died for
on Thursday, November®From B for all
6:30-8:30 pm. Everyone is invitetg  the righteous for
to decorate a cross in S hteous.
remembrance of a loved one whd i
has been called to the Church
Triumphant. These crosses will
then line our Epiphany driveway o
All Saints Sunday which is on
Sunday, November"6 If this date
R2Say Qi ¢2NJ] F2NJ PAPE

with Pastor or Richard Lee. You

may take one home to decorate a:
: Just a Reminder

your convenience. We just ask thift Every ton of recyclables that we collect,
the crosses b_e returned back to tF:2pings the church $20. These are the items
church by Friday, Novembel'40 : we can fill the Paper Gator with: Newsprint, :

that they can be placed along the: Catalogs/Magazines, Junk Mail, Phone
drive. We also ask that you give ) Books, Office/School paper, hard and soft :
' -~ cover books. Here are the items that are :

for each cross and f[he money Wil: 1ot accepted: Plastic, Metal, Trash, Glass, :
go toward planting a tree : Cardboard, and Paperboard (Grocer Item :
commemorating our Fort Wayne : Boxes). We just received a check this week :

Epiphany Saints. We need to knc:v in the amount of $46.75. This is due to
' - everyone’s effort! Please help us continue :

how much material to purchase, Sé) to help the environment and keep it the

please sigrup on the board  :  way God intended and raise money for
2dz0aA RS W2RA Q& 2 FE@phaqy 8lidat the shnfe time! NB -
welcome! PPN :

We will be hosting another Parents Day Out/
Neighborhood Hot Dog Roast on Saturday,
November 19™: 12:30 pm-3:30 pm. Sign-up sheets
are on the board outside Jodi’s office. See you then!
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Mason McKenna Michael McKenna Justin Jancso
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= - Molly Clinkenbeard Richard Lee Jacob Flenner
Baptism Y Y
Birt day Joyce Husted Kristen Davis Minda Hartman
Jonathan Hartman Cathy Rumfield Linda Jancso

nHappy bitothosedwho/celebrate their second birthday
during the month of November! Martin Luther said, i When you wash
your face r eme mb dake tyneto remdmbepdand s m. 0O
celebrate with your family by using the special booklet
NfnCel ebrating Your Baptismal Birthd
(found in the narthex tract rack).

We are Christians, called by God, committed to:

Our Missi Sharing the Gospel,

S 1011 Serving others as Christ taught us, and

S AL EMENT Creating disciples for witness.

STATEMENT
Epiphany lLutheran Churchoés Vision Statement
A Christian family of God committed to sharing the Gospel and serving others,
through joyful worship, education and fellowship.

The Menodos Bible study wil!/ me et
November 12 at 7:00 am. We will MEN’S
continue our walk through the Bible &5 STUDY
and would encourage all men of th @?:@EROUP
congregation to wake up a little &= \
early on Saturday morning to join T
us in a time of fellowship, good
food, and Bible study.




November 6" | November 13" | November 20" | November 27"
WﬂRSH LBW Youth Sunday LBW LBW
ASSISTANTS Setting 2 Setting 2 Setting 1
Organist / Amanda Youth Sara Sara
Pianist Pickett Sunday Davis Davis
Assisting Alicia Youth Liz Jim
Minister Davis Sunday Nickel Davis

Lector Krista Pat Ron Nancy
10:15 am Rumfield Butler Michael Lee
Acolyte Elizabeth Jordan Michael Jacob
Lohman Robinson McKenna Flennery

Communion Ron Ron Liz
Assistant Michael Pat Butler Roemer Nickel
10:15 am

Altar Jodi Need Need Need
Guild McKenna
Greeters Sandy & Lee Pat & Daryl Rumfield’s Everhart’s
Hedin Butler

USFHERS

Capt. Lee Hedin Sandy Hedin Steve Auman hanke /1

for 7/ ¥,
serving! ,V

Sean Rumfield Krista Rumfield
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