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 Dear Epiphany, 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 
the Christ.  Amen 
 ñDoes anyone really care whether I attend worship or not?ò  This is a question 
that I think a number of us ask ourselves on a regular basis or at least every once in 
a while.  What difference does it really make if I attend worship on a regular basis or 
not?  The simple answer is, ñYesò there are a number of people who care whether 
you are in weekly worship or not, but the truth of the answer should be that you want 
to be in worship each week.  I know it is easy to think of reasons why you donôt want 
to attend; ñItôs the only day of the week that I can sleep in,ò ñItôs the one day of the 
week when I donôt have a lot of expectations placed upon me to do something so I 
take  advantage of the freedom,ò ñGod loves me for who I am with all of my faults and 
one is not having to be in worship each week.ò  One or more of these responses are 
probably things that many of us have said or may still say each week.  Why? 
 For many of us there are a number of tremendous demands placed upon our 
time and energy each weeké the jobé the familyé or activities we want to do with 
our lives.  There are times when we think we are not able to continue on and when 
the weekend comes around we need time to just unwind.  After all, didnôt God create 
the world in six days and on the seventh day rest (Sabbath time)?  So we rationalize 
our need to skip regular worship as we have a need for, ñMore Sabbath time.ò  Is that 
really the excuse you are going to use when our lives are falling apart and we are      
wondering what happened?  Is that really the line of reasoning we are going to use 
when our children look at us as unhappy adults because we have worked our life 
away?  What kind of legacy are we leaving for the next generation?  Do we really 
know what is important in our lives? 
 Over the past eleven years I have been blessed to be the Pastor of Epiphany 
Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  I am truly thankful for the opportunity to be 
a part of many of your lives.  It has been a part of my life that is a true treasure that I 
thank God for every day.  We have been through good times and bad times together.  
We have journeyed through parts of life that have been a blessing and others where 
we have had some, ñGrowingò to do.  It hasnôt always been easy, but we have       
journeyed together.  We have celebrated when new members have joined        
Epiphany Lutheran Church, and we have shed  some  tears  when  people  have  left. 
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It hasnôt always been easy being in a leadership role of our congregation.  It has 
been a journey that I could not have done without God and the support of many 
of you.  This brings me to an important learning point I have just recently come 
to understand.  Let me try to explain - as the Pastor of Epiphany Lutheran 
Church we have nearly three hundred members - some active and some not so     
active of which it is my responsibility to provide pastoral care and other needs 
as they arise.  The job of a pastor is often referred to as being more than a    
parent to the members of the congregation.  Can you imagine being the parent 
to nearly three hundred children at one time?  It is a difficult job.  Trying to keep 
all of the names straight would cause problems for some.  I am not   perfect and 
I will make mistakes.  Thank goodness God is gracious, merciful, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love!  The ministry that we do here at Epiphany    
Lutheran Church is Godôs, not one individual and it is a cumulative effort of each 
of us.  Together we are the Body of Christ. 
 We started this article with ñDoes anyone really care whether I attend 
worship or not?ò  I can tell you this pastor does care whether or not you are in 
weekly worship, but it isnôt about me!  When you are not here, the Body of Christ 
is weaker and there is a void in our cumulative effort to be the whole ministry 
that God intends for us to be.  We are all called to be a part of this ministry that 
we are doing here at Epiphany Lutheran Church.  When we work together we 
are able to do some awesome mission and ministry to the glory of our Lord.  
The second Sunday of January is when we will celebrate ñEpiphany Sunday.ò  
Jesus came into our world to show us the Light.  We are told in our baptism, ñTo 
let your light so shine that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven.ò  You are indeed blessed to be a blessing to others!  Let your light 
shine. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Richard 

  We are Christians, called by God, committed to: 
  Sharing  the Gospel, 
  Serving  others as Christ taught us, and 
  Creating  disciples for witness. 
 

  Epiphany Lutheran Churchôs Vision Statement:  
 A Christian family of God committed to sharing the Gospel and serving others,   
  through joyful worship, education and fellowship. 
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Pastorôs office éééééééé..pastor@epiphanyfw.com 
Jodiôs office éééééééééé.. jodi@epiphanyfw.com 
Pastorôs home éééééééééérlhart49@frontier.com   

 
WEB SITE: 
Epiphany Lutheran Church         www.epiphanyfw.com 

Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs. Our office hours 
are as follows: 

              
 Pastor : Sunday - Thursday 8:00am-2:30 pm and some  
         Saturdays as well as Mondays and  
         Wednesday evenings. 
           Jodi : Mondays 11:30 am - 3:00 pm, Tuesdays &  
          Thursdays 9:15 am - 3:00 pm.  

 * Due to unusual circumstances, these hours may be 
subject to change.   

Atten t ion  All You th  Attend ing the  Nat ional 

You th  Gathering in  New  Orleans! 

Beginning in  J anuary, we will need to have two 

meet ings a  month to discuss and grow together  as a  

group in  preparat ions for  the mission t r ip to new  

Or leans, LA J uly 17-23, 2012. These meet ings are 

very important  for  us to ga in a  bet ter                               

understanding of what  is expected of us while on the 

t r ip and to get  to know each other  bet ter . These 

meet ings will last  one hour and will be filled with  

different  act ivit ies. Pastor  Richard has been working 

on get t ing everyth ing ready so that  we will have a  

great  t ime and learn someth ing a t  the same t ime. 

The first  meet ing will be J anuary 8th a t  6 pm.   
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Christmas Decorations will be put away Sunday, January 

8th following second service. Please prayerfully consider 

staying a bit after Epiphany Sunday Service to help. Thank 

you in advance for your generosity!   

A Baby Shower for Jesus  
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus our Lord and  

Savior, we will honor the New Born Baby by        
collecting items for A Baby ôs closet. This is an     

outreach ministry of Associated Churches. A Baby ôs 
Closet accepts all items needed by babies and    

toddlers. This includes clothing up to size 4T, cribs, 
bedding, toys, books, diapers, baby food and       

formula. Please bring your donations in by Sunday, 
January 8 th. Jesus is the reason for the season!  

FOR JESUS  

SnoGo Alerts!  
WBCLôs church closing system now 
has a new feature that will make it  

easier for you to get up-to-date        
information. When Epiphany posts a 
closing on the WBCL closing system, 
you can get a text message, e-mail or 
both! Signing up is simple! Just visit 

the WBCL website (wbcl.org), click on 
Delays/Cancellations (right column), 

and then register for the SnoGo 
Alerts.  Check it out! 
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January 1
st

: 
First Sunday of Christmas  

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Galatians  4:4-7 

Luke 2:22-40 
 

January 8
th

: 
Fist Sunday after the Epiphany  

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
January 15

th
: 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany  
1 Samuel 3:1-20 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 

 
January 22

nd
: 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany  
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 

 
January 29

th 

 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 

 

Join us for Worship this month!  
Every Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:15 

am  
Every Monday at 7:00 pm  

Sunday School classes for all ages at 
9:00 am! Please join us!  

New Yearôs Day Worship 

We  w i l l  h a v e  o n ly  o n e  w o r sh ip  

t im e  t o  c e le b r a t e  t h e  b i r t h  o f 

o u r  Lo r d  J e su s t h e  Ch r is t  a t  

1 0 :1 5  a m  o n  Su n d a y , J a n u a r y  

1 st! P le a se  j o in  u s! 

Food Donations Needed 
Tuesday, January 3rd Epiphany will be hosting a      
Ministerium Meeting  for all the Pastors in our       

Northeast Conference.. We will be serving lunch at 
12:00 pm. We are in need of servers, main dishes,    
side dishes, salads and desserts. There is a sign-up       
sheet on the board in the narthex or feel free to     
call Jodi in the office for anything you might be     
able to send in and/or help serve. Thanks!  




