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The Epiphany Star       December 2011 
Newsletter of Epiphany Lutheran Church 

                        Fort Wayne, Indiana  
       

 Dear Epiphany, 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 
the Christ.  Amen 
 What does Sunday, November 27

th
, 2011 mean to you?  For some of you it 

will mean getting together with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving, instead 
of the traditional fourth Thursday of the month of November.  For some, it will mean 
the Sunday of the first weekend of the traditional Christmas shopping season.  It will 
also mean a day of preparation for “Black Monday” to shop on the internet for all of 
the “great bargains.”  Sunday, November 27

th
, 2011 is also the First Sunday in the 

Season of Advent.  It is the First Sunday in the new church calendar year.  A liturgical 
year when we will focus on the Gospel of Mark.  It is a year known as cycle “B” in the 
three year lectionary series. 
 Each year, the Season of Advent gives us an opportunity to pause and reflect 
on the many blessings that we have been given.  In the midst of all the different 
events we have on our calendar we should take time to prepare our hearts for the           
celebration of the “Birth of Christ.”  After all, that is what Christmas is truly about isn’t 
it?  The title “Christmas” is really two words that come together… “Christ - Mass” the 
celebration of the Birth of Jesus Christ with a Mass or worship service.  It isn’t just 
some random holiday. It is the celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus the Christ. 
 This year during the Season of Advent, we will have the opportunity to gather 
together as the people of Epiphany Lutheran Church on Wednesday evenings from 7
- 7:30 p.m. for a time of singing and reflection.  We will be using a liturgy written by 
Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl called “Unfailing Light.”  It is a beautiful liturgical  
setting to help us unwind from the day’s activities and prepare for the coming of “The 
Light” the celebration of the Birth of Jesus the Christ.  While there will be some time 
of singing and Scripture reading, there will also be some intentional time of silence 
and reflection.  It is the perfect companion for most of us who will spend the Season 
running from one appointment to the next.  The Wednesdays of the Season of       
Advent are: November 30

th
, December 7

th
, 14

th
, and 21

st
.  Mark your calendars now 

to take a   moment out of your busy schedules to be a part of the Advent services on 
Wednesdays. 
 While we are writing about worship opportunities, there will be a couple of 
changes on Christmas and New Year’s Day.  We will have the traditional Christmas 
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Eve service on December 24
th

 at 7p.m.  This service will have the traditional 
Christmas Carols we all look forward to singing every year, along with Holy 
Communion and the traditional candle light closing of singing “Silent Night.”  On 
Sunday, December 25

th
 at 10:15a.m., we will celebrate Christmas Day, a      

service to help us truly focus on the meaning of Christmas. Then a week later, 
we will bring in the New Year (Jan. 1

st
) with one service at 10:15a.m.  On   

January 8
th
, we will go back to our regular schedule of two services at 8 and 

10:15a.m. 
 May each of you make preparations to truly bring the joy of the Season of 
Christmas into your life and your home. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Richard 

  We are Christians, called by God, committed to: 
  Sharing the Gospel, 
  Serving others as Christ taught us, and 
  Creating disciples for witness. 
 

 Epiphany Lutheran Church’s Vision Statement:  
 A Christian family of God committed to sharing the Gospel and serving others,   
  through joyful worship, education and fellowship. 

The Women’s Bible Study 
group will meet Thursday, 
December 8th at 7:00 pm 
here at the church. We’re 
studying the biblical women 
in Jesus’ using the bible. 
If you have any questions, 
contact Liz Nickel who will 
be our leader at 485-6956 

or   e-mail her at         
jitney41@gmail.com. All are 

welcome and bring a 
friend! 

Let’s Decorate 
The date has 
been set to 
decorate   

Epiphany for 
Christmas! 

Please join the 
fun Saturday 

morning,        
December 3

rd
 at 

9:00 am for 
Hanging of the 

Greens. 
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Pastor’s office ……………………..pastor@epiphanyfw.com 
Jodi’s office ………………………….. jodi@epiphanyfw.com 
Pastor’s home …………………………rlhart49@frontier.com   

 
WEB SITE: 
Epiphany Lutheran Church         www.epiphanyfw.com 

Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs. Our office hours 
are as follows: 

              
 Pastor: Sunday - Thursday 8:00am-2:30 pm and some  
         Saturdays as well as Mondays and  
         Wednesday evenings. 
           Jodi: Mondays 11:30 am - 3:00 pm, Tuesdays &  
          Thursdays 9:15 am - 3:00 pm.  

 * Due to unusual circumstances, these hours may be 
subject to change.   

Order Your Poinsettias! 
Order forms for Christmas poinsettias are available in the church office. 

You may choose RED or PINK and whether they are purchased in memory 
or honor of someone, or to the glory of God. Each 6 1/2 inch plant is 

$9.00. You may place your order through the office with Jodi here at 
Epiphany 485-5122. The deadline for placing an order is Sunday,        

December 4th! Plants may be taken home following the 7:00 pm worship 
service on Christmas Eve. 
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MISSION MOMENT DECEMBER 2011 
 

This has been a GREAT year for missions at Epiphany, with record    
donations to LWR and wonderful support of all our projects, We hoped to 
be able to fund a Gardener’s Basket through Heifer International, and 
amazingly, we received enough donations to provide TWO with money 
for shipping besides. Thank you so much to each of you who             
contributed. 
 
Our November collection of toiletries For Park Center clients continues 
through December 4

th
, so please bring what you can to help our 

neighbors living with mental illness. During Advent we hope to have a 
“Gift Tree” for Anthony Wayne Services group home clients. Simply take 
a tag off the tree and sign your name to the corresponding tag. 
We’re not sure when these will need to be returned, so watch your mail 
boxes. 
 
During the Christmas season, from December 25 through January, we 
will be holding a “Baby Shower for Jesus” to benefit the Associated 
Churches Baby’s Closet. Please bring useful items and simple books 
and toys for babies and place them in the crib in the hall. Items espe-
cially needed are; diapers, baby food, and crib sheets. 
 
More and more I hear people talking about looking for items for our   
mission projects throughout the year. This “habit of giving” allows folks to 
pickup items when they are on sale or deeply discounted- this really 
makes it easier to give, so look at those discount bins for hidden     
treasure for any of our projects. Happy shopping!! 

Written by: Jane Dawkins 

Ch r is tm a s  Da y  Wo r sh ip  

We  w i l l  h a v e  o n ly  o n e  w o r sh ip  t im e  t o          

c e le b r a t e  t h e  b i r t h  o f o u r  Lo r d  J e su s t h e  

Ch r is t  a t  1 0 :1 5  a m  o n  Su n d a y , De c e m b e r  

2 5 t h ! P le a se  j o in  u s! 
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December 4
th

: 
Second Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 40:1-11 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Mark 1:1-8 
 

December 11
th

: 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

December 18
th

: 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

December 24
th

: 
Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

 
December 25

th 

 Nativity of Our Lord 
Isaiah 62:6-12 

Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

Join us for Worship this month!  
Every Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:15 

am  
Every Monday at 7:00 pm  

Sunday School classes for all ages at 
9:00 am! Please join us!  

Advent Services  
Advent Services will be held on 

Wednesdays in the season of      
Advent on Wednesday, November 
30th and Wednesdays, December 
7th, 14th, 21st at 7:00 pm. All are 
welcome so please join us as we 
prepare our hears for the birth of 

our Lord, Jesus the Christ!  

Please join us for 
Christmas Eve      

worship on         
Saturday December 

24th, 2011 
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Adult Sunday School  
The Adult Sunday School 

classes continue to meet on 
Sundays at 9:00 am lead by 
Deb Crawford. The topic is 
The Return of The Prodigal 
Son written by Henri J.M. 

Nouwen. Please join us and 
bring a friend!  

Thank you all for a well done Youth     
Sunday! It takes a lot of  hard work and 
preparation to put together a worship     

service and you all did a splendid job! As 
we get ready for December, the Christmas 
Season, I know everyoneõs calendars are 
full. Please watch for e-mails and texts to 
your children in regards to up and coming 

meetings!   

by Kurt Unrue 

Christmas Trees for Sale 
The Concordia Lutheran Church Men's Club will once again be selling Christmas trees and wreaths 
this year to help fund the church and school. The tree lot is located at the Church-School, 4245    
Lake Avenue. Christmas tree sales will begin on Friday, November 25th. The lot will be open         
12:00  p.m. - 9:00 p.m. daily except Saturday mornings, when it opens at 9:00 a.m. The proceeds  
from this fundraiser are used to support various projects and functions of the Concordia Church and   
school. A selection can be made from Scotch Pine, White Pine, Douglas Fir, Fraser Fir, and Blue     
Spruce. Decorated and undecorated wreaths are also available. Please assist us in this effort by         
purchasing your Christmas tree from the Concordia Men's Club. Your patronage would be greatly          

appreciated.   
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Angels Among Us! 
Did you know that we have Secret Angels here  

at Epiphany? We do! We have members of our congregation 
who often times do many things behind the scenes and we 
want to take this time to recognize just a few in this month’s 
issue! These Angels don’t necessarily want to be identified.  

However, here are some of the gifts they have received from 
Him they share with all of us here! Angels, you know who you 

are! 
 

 Crosses were made and displayed for our Epiphany Saints 
 The Youth Worship Services were spectacular   
 Volunteers helped for the PDO/Neighborhood Hot Dog Roast  
 Christmas trees were made for the Youth Fundraiser   
 Cards were signed and sent out to parishioners 

Thanks to all of you, Jane Dawkins 

was able to collect enough money to 

have a brick laid in the Good      

Samaritan Quilt Plaza at LWR     

headquarters in Baltimore, Md. In 

honor of her 60th birthday! What a 

neat gift! Blessings to you all!    
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We will be hosting another Parents Day Out/
Neighborhood Hot Dog Roast on Saturday,          

December 17
th
: 12:30 pm-3:30 pm. Sign-up sheets 

are on the board outside Jodi’s office. See you then!  

Readers are Needed for December 18th! 

For our annual Lessons and Carols 

Service, there are 9 different readings. 

We need volunteers from both Sunday 

Services to read the lessons. Let Jodi 

know ASAP if you want to participate in 

this favorite service! 

Bell Ringers Needed! 
Epiphany is signed up to help ring the bells for the      

salvation Army at the Kroger’s on the corner of Saint Joe 
Center Rd. and Maplecrest. This is on Saturday,        

December 3
rd

 from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Please contact 
Pastor Hartman if you are interested in coming out to 
help. Thanks in advance for helping our brothers and 

sisters in Christ who are in need!  

More Christmas Trees for Sale! 
Christmas trees have been made by Sandi Swanson and are 

on display in the Narthex. The small trees are selling for 
$20 and the big trees are selling for $30. These trees can 
hold your Christmas cards. The money will go toward the 

Youth Group for a fundraiser for their trip to the Youth 
Gathering next summer. Please call Jodi in the office       

485-5122 today as these are selling fast! Thank you so much 
for helping our Youth grow in their faith next summer in New 

Orleans! 
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Dane Flennery        Eileen Stroup     Don Spohr 

 
 Rozlynn Everhart      Julie Snider Katy Baughman 

 
Merle Altstiel    Sandy Hedin  Erin Butler 

 
Amy McCullough  Jordan Robinson  Pam Easterday 

“Happy birthday” to those who celebrate their second birthday 
during the month of December!  Martin Luther said, “When you wash 

your face remember your baptism.”  Take time to remember and 
celebrate with your family by using the special booklet  

“Celebrating Your Baptismal Birthday”  
(found in the narthex tract rack). 

The Menõs Bible study will meet   December 10th at 

7:00 am. We will continue our walk through the 

Bible and would encourage all men of the         

congregation to wake up a    little early on       

Saturday   morning to join us in a time of       

fellowship, good food, and Bible study.  

December Baptismal Birthdays: 

Cookie Walk 
Epiphany will be having a Cookie Walk on Sunday,         

December 4
th
. We are asking for donations of your favorite 

cookie, fudge, candy or treat throughout that week and by 
Saturday, December 3

rd
 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. No   

cupcakes please. Each member can then fill a bag of      
assorted cookies for $5 each on Sunday. The money 

raised for this will go toward the National Youth Gathering 
in 2012. A sign-up sheet is outside Jodi’s office. Thank you 

so much for helping our Youth grow in their faith next   
summer in new Orleans! 
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 December 4
th

 
 

LBW  
Setting 1 

December 11
th

 
 

WOV 
Setting 5 

December 18
th

 
 

Lessons &     
Carols  

 

December 25
th

 
 

Christmas Day 
Service 

Organist /  
Pianist 

Sara 
Davis 

Amanda  
Pickett 

Sara 
Davis/Amanda 

Pickett 
 

Sara 
Davis 

Assisting 
Minister 

Dave  
Dawkins 

Krista 
Rumfield 

Melissa 
Hartman 

Alicia 
Davis 

Lector 
8:00 am 

Anne 
Lohman 

 

Liz 
Nickel 

Lessons &     
Carols 

 

Lector 
10:15 am 

Susan 
McKenna 

Karen 
Payne 

Lessons &     
Carols 

Jane 
Dawkins 

Acolyte Amber 
Logan 

Jonathan 
Hartman 

 

Rozlynn  
Everhart 

Elizabeth  
Lohman 

Communion  
Assistant 
8:00 am 

Hank  
Schroeder 

Devin  
Meunier 

Maddison  
Everhart 

 

Communion  
Assistant 
10:15 am 

Ron 
Roemer 

 
Becky Begle  

 

Daryl   
Butler 

Dave 
Dawkins 

Altar 
Guild 

Need Jodi 
McKenna 

Need 
 

Need 

 
Greeters 

 
Dave  
Black 

 
 

 
Don & Mary Jane 

Spohr 
 
 

 
Lazzer 

 

 
Ron Roemer 

Capt. Dave Black     Don Spohr 
 
       Bob Lohman     Jack Swanson 


