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Dear Epiphany,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior
Jesus the Christ. Amen

What is happening to our world? It used to be that summers were a time
to relax and spend time with family and friends at a much slower pace than what
we normally do the other nine months of the year. The warmer weather allows
us to get outside more and enjoy the creation God has blessed us with and to
renew friendships and family ties. Yet, has that been happening for you?

When was the last time you took a moment to look around at what is
happening in your life? | don’t know about you but since the calendar flipped
over to June 1, my life has been on a constant tread mill that | can’t seem to get
off. | can run at a sprint speed and not get off. | can run at a slow speed and
things seem to wait on me. | can’t seem to get a moment to do the normal
summer routine. Why is that? Some of my “older” colleagues have told me
that as you grow in years, (which translates into when you get old) life travels at
a different speed than you may be used to. For some folks, life seems to sprint
by at such a speed that it is difficult to get off. For others, life seems to almost
pause and freeze for the moment. Yet, there is neither rhythm nor reason for
the difference. It just happens.

Through out this Season of Pentecost, the Scripture readings for us have
been about parables Jesus talks about “seeds.” The “seeds” that God produce
in each of us are good seeds. These seeds all have the potential to grow into
full mature plants. Yet, even though these seeds have the potential to produce
the fruits that God intends for us to produce; we often do not get the proper
amount of rest, nutrition, exercise, and spiritual nurturing that we need to
mature. We think we know what is best for our lives and don’t want to listen to
anyone tell us otherwise... including God. The world around is teaching us that
we will find lasting peace in our lives if we have just “a little more” than what we
have in our lives. If you have a little more, then you will be happy and content
with your life. Really? Would we be content with just a little more? For many of
us, we may actually get a little more out of life today than yesterday... are we
satisfied then? No, the problem is that the standard was set yesterday and now
we have to have “a little” more than yesterday’s standard. It is a never ending



treadmill.

For many of us, our schedules revolve around the school calendar. If you
look at the calendar, you will realize that school for our area will start this month
(August). | pray that the weather improves (as | write this article the forecast
calls for 100 degree heat!), as it is really difficult to concentrate on school when
every pore in your body is sweating. So what are you doing with the remainder
of the summer months? Are you going to go at such a fast pace that you won’t
recognize anything? Only that you were able to get from one point of life to the
other, or are you going to slow down... maybe not get everything you wanted
done... completed... yet you were able to enjoy it?

Changes will happen in our lives whether we would like to admit them or
not. Changes in our schedules will happen whether we would like them to or
not. The big question from all of this is, “Are we willing to keep Christ in the
center of our lives or are we thinking we need to be the center of our universe?”
God is good all of the time. All the time God is good! Are we living like we
believe this?

In Christ,
Pastor Richard

VI e We are Christians, called by God, committed to:
Our Mission Sharing the Gospel,

RTATENENT Serving others as Christ taught us, and
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Epiphany Lutheran Church’s Vision Statement:

A Christian family of God committed to sharing the Gospel and serving others,
through joyful worship, education and fellowship.
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Please feel free to stop in or call for any of your Pastoral needs. Our office hours
are as follows:
12

Pastor: Sunday - Thursday 8:00am-2:30 pm and some
Saturdays as well as Mondays and
9 3 Wednesday evenings.
Jodi: Mondays 12:30 pm - 3:15 pm, Tuesdays &
Thursdays 9:15 am - 3:15 pm.
* Due to unusual circumstances, these hours may be

CHURCH subject to change.

OFFICE HOURS

I hope that everyone is having a great summer. I
know that this can be a very busy time of year with
county fairs, city festivals and going on vacation.
Pastor and I are starting to plan fundraisers and get
things lined up for the New Orleans trip next July. I
would also like to during the month of August, meet
with all the members of the groups on a one-on-one
basis to see how they are doing and develop some
better personal relationships. There will be more

by Kurt Unrue information about all of this coming to your
inboxes in the coming days, so please be looking for
that.




Happy Birthday This \Co o
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Everybody!

We will be helping the
residents at Lutheran Life BWthdayS
Villages celebrate
birthdays! Here is how you
can help: Simply bring a
cake and a cake pan
home from the narthex
here at Epiphany, and
bring it back by Tuesday,
August 9th. They will be
taken down to the
residents at Lutheran Life
Villages for the
celebration of their August
birthdays! Thank you for
helping our brothers and
sisters in Christ!
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: Shop For A Cause

I Purchase a card for $5 and

: receive 25% off of anything in
| Macy’s store and online on

: Saturday, August 27". The
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
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$5 will go toward the Youth
here at Epiphany to help with
the trip to the National Youth
Gathering in 2012. Please
contact Jodi in the office for a
card!

The Men's Blble study will continue to meet
throughout the summer. Our meeting this
month will be August 13% at #:00 am. We will
continue our walk through the Bible and would
encournge all wmen of the congregation to wake
up o little early on saturday morning to join
us bn a time of fellowship, good food, and BLble
study.



August
Bible | e

August 7'
y Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Readings 9 y

1 Kings 19:9-18
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

August 14™:
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Romans 11:1-2a,29-32
Matthew 15:10-28

August 21
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 51:1-6

Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Join us for worship this month!

Every Sunday at 8:00 am and
10:15 am.
Every Monday at 7:00 pm.
Sunday School classes for all
ages are from the months of Romans 12_:9'21
September—May! Please join | ____Matthew16:21-28 ___ _ .
us!

August 28™:
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 15:15-21




Welcome Becky Begle,

We are blessed to welcome Becky Begle into
our church family here at Epiphany! Becky joins us
from St. John’s Lutheran Church in Jasper,
Indiana. She works as a Medical Record Coder, a
Remote Worker, through Jasper. She has a son,
Jeremy who is married to Sarah and a
granddaughter Morgan. Becky enjoys sports,
traveling, and exploring new interests. She moved
to Fort Wayne to be with Ron Michael. They will be
married here at Epiphany on December 31 3!l
Congratulations and welcome!

..@@@@@.9@@@@9@@
Adult Sunday School is
@ Taking a Break @
) There will be no Adult &)
) Sunday School the rest of (&)
@ the summer. Look forusto @
come back in the fall. More
detailsto come. S
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- The quilters will meet

: Sunday, August 21" at

- 9:00 am. We made six

- quilts in one of our

: recent quilting sessions!

- Please come and join
us to help protect our

. brothers and sister in

- Christ who are in need

: from the elements. See

: you then!

QUILTING GROUP

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



Y Q. August Baptismal Birthdays :

Josh Clinkenbeard  Ruby Havers Deb Crawford

Mack Goeglein Dave Black Mary Jane Spohr

—

Baptis
Birthday Daryl Butler Patrick Easterday

AHappy bitothosedwho/celebrate their second birthday during the month of
August! Martin Luther said, i When you wash your face
Take time to remember and celebrate with your family by using the special booklet

ACel ebrating Your Baptismal
(found in the narthex tract rack).

o
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Angels Among Us! ———_

Did you know that we have Secret Angels here

at Epiphany? We do! We have members of our
congregation who often times do many things behind the
scenes and we want to take this time to recognize just a

few in this month’s issue! More will be recognized in issues
to come! These Angels don’t necessarily want to be
identified. However, here are some of the gifts they have
received from Him they share with all of us here! Angels,
you know who you are!

got painted last month
was set up last month
got trimmed and cleaned out
get cleaned out periodically
were donated for the children

rememb

Birthd



Washcloths
Mild bars of soap
Cloth diapers
Combs

Diaper pins
Hand towels

newborns:-

Please bring these items and put them in the barrel in the
Narthex. This is a vital outreach project for babies in need. Thank
you in advance for your generosity in helping keep these babies

healthy!

Back to School Backpacks
Be on the lookout for great
deals with back to school
items. We will be collecting
items for children who are in
need of school supplies as we
move closer to the beginning to
another exciting year of
learning. This can be any item
that will go into a backpack:
pens, pencils, notebooks, rul-
ers etc. Tank you in advance for
your generosity!




Fort Wayne Habitat for Humanity

Thrivent Build 2011 Important Dates and
Deadlines

August 11 3 Paint Day
August 16 ™ Cabinets &

3 '
Trim
August 23 " 3 Punch List
August 31 * 3 Final Clean HA I A I
September 2 ™ 3 Landscaping
3
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For more information, please contact Kory
Stucky 422 - 4828

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTNERSHIP, PRAYERS,
AND SUPPORT!

o

The congregational advocates serve as an advocate
for congregation, community and Thrivent Financial.
An advocate is a Thrivent Financial benefit or
associate member, age 16 or older who is involved
in the local congregation’s mission and ministries.
Congregational advocates who are benefit members
of Thrivent Financial will be given a $25.00 gift in
their choice Dollars for serving in this role which they
can designate to their congregation with one person
designated as the lead advocates. Very little time
commitment is required. Consider having your name
on the role as an advocate so that our congregation
can benefit from the $25.00 gift. Please contact
Pastor here at Epiphany if you are interested.




Josh Clinkenbeard

Jim Davis

August 7" Augqust 14" Augqust 21° August 28"
wm{SH ’ LBW Taizé Camp LBW
‘ Setting 2 Sunday Setting 2
ASSISTANTS
Organist / Sara Amanda Sara
Pianist Davis Pickett Davis
Assisting Melissa Alicia Jane Dave
Minister Hartman Davis Dawkins Dawkins
Lector Cheryl Jared Deb Anne
8:00 am Ralston Meunier Crawford Lohman
Lector Mike Kurt Molly Cathy
10:15 am Rumfield Unrue Clinkenbeard Rumfield
Acolyte Minda Jonathan Rozlynn Elizabeth
Hartman Hartman Everhart Lohman
Communion Anne Rhonda Deb Renee
Assistant Lohman Everhart Crawford Meunier
8:00 am
Communion Dave Molly Kurt Ron
Assistant Black Clinkenbeard Unrue Michael
10:15 am
Altar Need Jodi Need Need
Guild McKenna
Greeters Vonderau’s Dennis & McKenna’s Clinkenbeard’s
Karen Payne
USEHERS : Lo
Capt. Bill Vonderau Dennis Payne " Thanks /<T/) "
: for |3 (y :
= serving! =
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